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Welcome to the latest issue of The Hub which contains the Annual Report of the Town Council.

A fair bit has been happening here at the Town Council since the last edition – we have had a clean bill of health, financially, from the internal auditor and we await the outcome of our District Audit and in March the Chief Constable of Devon & Cornwall Constabulary, Stephen Otter, was the guest speaker at the Annual Parish Meeting.

In May at the Annual Meeting of the Town Council (the equivalent of an AGM) Councillors elected a new Town Mayor and Deputy Town Mayor (Dick Mitchell and Courtney Richards, respectively).  We say thank you and goodbye to Brian Bailey, Lesley Roden and Roger Bowen for their input over the years and welcome three new Councillors (Mike Hilliar, Jack Sanders and Alan Dent, who is also a District Councillor).  All three have written a brief introduction:

Alan was commissioned into the Royal Engineers and after seeing active service in Aden joined Marks and Spencer.  There his career saw him in a variety of management roles ranging from Food Buyer to Export Manager and from Facilities Manager to Controller of Community Programmes.  After leaving M&S in 1992 Alan set out as a freelance career coach and ran outplacement workshops and programmes for people at all levels – from admin staff to Chief Executive.  Alan and his wife Annie moved to Budleigh Salterton in 2004.   Alan believes strongly in supporting the efforts of local people and will work hard to support initiatives like the East Budleigh shop.  He recognises that a viable local economy is essential in providing employment. 



Jack writes: “I was brought up in Budleigh as a young boy; my family can be traced to East Budleigh from the 16th century.  Having later moved to Wiltshire I completed an apprenticeship in engineering and then moved to Hertfordshire to take up an engineering position with Handley Page Engineering Company.  After marrying at the age of 24 I joined Hertfordshire Constabulary and served there for 29 years.  I then retired back to Budleigh and have continued to serve the community as a Lions Club member since 2000.  I feel working with the Budleigh Salterton Town Council as a Councillor gives me the opportunity to continue my affiliation with the town that has given me so much pleasure.”



Mike Hilliar writes “I have always had an interest in politics; at college I was said to be the one mostly likely to become Prime Minister!  I have lived in the town for nearly 20 years and the local primary school was where I developed my interest in the town’s history and how the town has grown throughout the years.  My main interests are learning to fly and learning about the aviation industry.  I also have an interest not only in national politics but also in local issues which affect the town.  

My main goal in my role as Town Councillor is to try and get the youth of the town more involved in what is going on and to hopefully form a relationship between them and the Town Council so it will know what the youth want from the town.  However I also want to maintain the close relationship that the Council has with its more elderly population with the town.  My secondary goal is to see the town grow and provide more services to the community such as a leisure centre, increased bus services to and from Exeter and more affordable housing in the town which is actually affordable for all.

I don’t want there to be a massive change to Budleigh, because it is a town of great character, but we all need to improve Budleigh facilities to cope with the growing population.” 

Forthcoming Events

The seventh annual Budleigh Festival starts on 16 July and runs until 30 July.  As in previous years, there is music for all tastes including performances of Carmen and Die Fledermaus.  In addition, Budleigh Salterton’s own Male Voice Choir will be performing at St Peter’s Church at 7.30pm on Saturday 16 July.  Tickets for most events are still available from the Tourist Information Centre but please book quickly to avoid disappointment.


Imperial College Operatic Society will be visiting the Town again at the end of July and this year their show at the Public Hall will be “Guys and Dolls”.  As usual tickets will be available from the TIC in Fore Street.  



Budleigh Salterton Art Club Summer Exhibition will be from Saturday 20 August to Bank Holiday Monday, 29 August.  It will be held in the Public Hall from 10am to 5pm.  The club includes both amateur and professional artists living in the Budleigh area.  There will be original works on display, in a wide variety of media, including some three dimensional work, most of which are available for sale.  Admission is free and all are welcome.



The Budleigh Salterton Literary Festival, now in its third successful year, invites you to a weekend of celebration of all that’s exciting and new in the world of books.  After last year’s tremendous and positive feedback, the festival themes have been expanded to include food and film with some more poetry and history with the hope there is something for everyone.  The event runs from Friday 16 September to Sunday 18 September at various locations around the town.  Tickets are available from the Tourist Information Centre from 11 July.



ANNUAL REPORT

Year Ending 31 March 2011

At the Annual Parish Meeting, held on 21 March, the Chairmen of the Council Committees reported on the previous year’s activities:

Cllr Dick Mitchell, Chairman of the Planning Committee, said that between 17 March 2010 and 16 March 2011 108 planning applications had been received by the Town Council, this was up slightly on the year before.  Of these East Devon District Council (EDDC) had approved 88 and refused six; two applications had been withdrawn and decisions were awaited on 12 applications.  He then said that some may wonder why the Town Council bothered with planning applications but he felt it was right and proper that it did.  The Town Council did take notice of what the residents say and contrary to popular opinion, some applications are not “cut and dried”.  The Council does fight for the town’s residents.

He then explained that the Council no longer received paper plans, all applications would have to be viewed on a large screen situated in the offices.  He thought it would take a while to get used to this system!

The Chairman of the Finance Committee, Cllr Courtney Richards reported that, yet again the Council had agreed a nil increase in the Precept for 2011/12, even though costs kept on rising.  Interest rates had remained at a very low level but he had sought out the most competitive rates available and invested the Council’s Reserves as effectively as possible to get the best rate of interest available.  The largest cost areas remain the Hall, utilities, the toilets in Brook Road, the Car Park above the Green, and staff costs.  During the year the Council had continued to support local causes donating over £4000 to a variety of organisations.  In these very straitened financial times, he felt this support was an important part of the Council’s contribution to the Town as it not only helped the many voluntary organisations to continue their sterling work, but helped organisations that run events which in turn bring in people and money to the town.   He explained that £6000 had been budgeted for donations in the next Financial Year as he expected requests for assistance to grow still further as the economic situation tightens.

He concluded by stating that the Council’s finances were strong and he hoped that in a year’s time, if he was still Chairman of the Finance Committee, he would be able to give an equally positive and upbeat report.

The year’s Income and Expenditure figures follow – if you wish to view the full Accounts, please contact the Town Clerk to make an appointment.

	INCOME 2010/11
	

	Precept
	100000

	Bank Interest
	250

	VAT Repayment
	6148

	Income from Public Hall Hire
	26727

	Other Public Hall Income
	7241

	Miscellaneous Income
	125

	Britain in Bloom
	700

	Allotment Rent
	1576

	TOTAL
	142767

	
	

	EXPENDITURE 2010/11
	

	Car Park – rent/rates
	3542

	Public Hall – cleaning/utilities etc
	23371

	Public Hall – repairs/improvements
	23040

	Administration costs/Salaries
	39056

	Brook Road Public Conveniences/Grass Cutting
	7600

	Donations
	5313

	Allotment rent/rates
	1209

	Britain in Bloom
	278

	TOTAL
	103409


Cllr Steve Hall reported on behalf of Cllr John Shiel, Chairman of the Foreshore & Footpaths Committee:  The good working relationship with EDDC officers had continued.  There had been genuine concerns that some work would be deferred due to budget cuts but because of good chairmanship this was not the case.  Donkey’s Turn path had been topped and toilets on the seafront had been refurbished.  Benches have been re-varnished and the railings to Steamer Steps had been improved as well – this enhanced the seafront destination.  Water for the fishermen’s area remained unresolved.

Cllr Tom Wright reported that the Allotments continued to be well-used and very much valued as much as a social and recreational activity as for food production. The regular inspection programme has ensured that the land is not wasted but is put to good use.  There were now 12 full plots and 46 half plots and during the year the Council had been able to offer plots to 4 new tenants.  The waiting list stood at 70 but in February the Clerk had written to the top 20 people on the list asking the applicants if they still wanted an allotment – to date only one response had been received.  The person now at the top of the list has been on it since February 2007!

Cllr Lynda Evans, Chairman of the Public Hall Committee, reported that as in previous years, the Public Hall had not made a profit but it had enabled a number of organisations in the Town to raise money and hold community events.  When she had been asked to take on the chair of the Public Hall, she knew there were those who considered the Hall to be a big black hole, so she decided to ask local people what they thought, did they consider it a waste of money? should we bulldoze it?  The answer that came back was NO!  So for this year she had worked on the premise that if it was to be kept it must be maintained and that also included gradual modernisation as and when monies permit.

During the past year the Office/Foyer/Toilets/Bar had been painted/refurbished, roller shutters had been installed at the kitchen hatches and bar.  Small folding flat tables had been purchased which would make it easier for coffee mornings, and new cutlery purchased for sit down events.  As mentioned by the Finance Chairman, the chairs had been replaced.  The new chairs were made of aluminium, lighter in weight and it was also hoped they would be more comfortable.  The old chairs were being recycled in that they would be going to the Methodist School Room/Catholic Church Hall/Masonic Hall/Venture Hall - these Halls did not need to stack the chairs so high when not in use.

She concluded by saying she hoped residents would consider hiring the Public Hall when thinking of putting on a family party/charity fund raiser etc – just call into the Offices and have a word with the clerk. 

Cllr Alan Jones reported as Chairman of the newly formed Budleigh Salterton Emergency Group.  There had been a similar committee in the past but it had been disbanded.  With the difficulties encountered around Christmas time due to the snow and ice it was felt that this group should be reactivated to investigate solutions to problems like this in the future.  In recent years we have seen many new areas being flooded in the winter months and some not too far away like Feniton and Ottery St Mary.  He said he was not a great believer in global warming, however he did take on board Climate Change and if we are take note of the experts, more and more areas of our land could be susceptible to flooding either through excessive rainfall or even the sea level rising as predicted.   So these are two things that may in the future affect ourselves and we feel this is the correct time to look into a few matters.  The ice and snow at Christmas caused a lot of problems for Budleigh Salterton and close local villages such as East Budleigh and Otterton. This will be the first item we shall look at.  Devon County Councillor Christine Channon had located a grit spreading machine that can be towed behind a 4x4 vehicle, and had indicated that she would investigate the possibility of helping us purchase one, should it be felt that one was required.  It was hoped the first meeting would be held shortly to formulate the aims and desires and he hoped that at his next report he will be able to let know what has been done.

Who’s Who at the Council

Town Councillors

· Dick Mitchell, Town Mayor – 01395 442917

· Courtney Richards, Deputy Town Mayor – 01395 442398

· Alan Dent – 01395 444238

· Lynda Evans – 01395 443839

· Steve Hall – 01395 445325

· Mike Hilliar – 07969 661121

· Alan Jones – 01395 445344

· Chris Kitson – 01395 442661

· Jack Sanders – 01395 445363

· John Shiel – 01395 445132

· Caz Sismore-Hunt – 01395 446452

· Tom Wright – 01395 444222

Town Clerk and ‘Hub’ Editor

· Jo Vanstone – 01395 442245

District Councillors

· Alan Dent – 01395 444238

· Steve Hall – 01395 445325

· Tom Wright – 01395 444222

County Councillor

Christine Channon – 01395 442927
If you have found this newsletter interesting please pass it on to a neighbour or friend.  Copies are available from the Library and various shops in the town.  If you have any suggestions for future editions please contact the Town Clerk - tel: 442245 or email: office@budleighsaltertontowncouncil.gov.uk
