BUDLEIGH SALTERTON TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Annual Meeting of the Town Council held in the Council Chambers on 11 May 2009 at 7.00pm.

PRESENT

Cllr C A Kitson (Town Mayor)

Cllr C Richards (Deputy Town Mayor)

Cllr R T N Bowen

Cllr Mrs L D Evans

Cllr S Hall

Cllr A L Jones

Cllr R S Mitchell

Cllr Mrs L A Roden

Cllr J A Shiel

Clerk:


Mrs J E Vanstone

Others Present:
Five members of the public

09.001
Election of Chairman 

Only one nomination had been received, that of Cllr C Richards, proposed by Cllr C A Kitson and seconded by Cllr R S Mitchell.

The Town Mayor, Cllr C A Kitson, declared that Cllr C Richards be appointed as Chairman.

09.002
Declaration of Acceptance of Office by Chairman

Cllr C Richards read and signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office which was duly witnessed by the Clerk to the Council.

09.003
Apologies for Absence

Apologies were received from Cllr Mrs C A Sismore-Hunt (her husband was unwell), Cllr T D Wright (holiday), District Cllr M Florey and County Cllr Mrs C Channon.

09.004
Election of Vice Chairman
Only one nomination had been received, that of Cllr T D Wright, proposed by Cllr C Richards and seconded by Cllr C A Kitson.  

The Town Mayor, Cllr C Richards, declared that Cllr T D Wright be appointed as Vice Chairman.

09.005
Chairman’s Remarks
The Town Mayor, Cllr C Richards said he was delighted to again have the honour of being elected Mayor of Budleigh Salterton.  He also said that to be elected this year filled him with family pride as it was 50 years ago to the month that his father had been elected Chairman of the Council and it was during his year the Town Council was granted its Coat of Arms making him the first person to wear the chain of office.

He then paid tribute to the work of his predecessor, Cllr C A Kitson.  He had worked tirelessly during his year as Mayor and had been a worthy representative of the Town Council at very many functions as well as taking a keen interest in many of the day to day things that keep the town running – helping with the road sweeping being one of his many activities!

He welcomed Cllr T D Wright to the role of Deputy Town Mayor and he looked forward to working closely with him in the coming year.

He then said that an old Chinese saying goes along the lines “may you live in interesting times” and he felt sure that the year ahead would be very interesting indeed, not only for him but for the Council as a whole.  The Council would be seeking accreditation as a Quality Council in June and when granted, would open up the opportunity to take on some lower level planning applications.  That in itself would involve Members of the Council becoming even more au fait with the myriad of Planning Regulations.

One other item to consider was the great Unitary debate which would no doubt rumble on for some time yet but whatever the outcome there would undoubtedly be opportunities for the Council to have a greater say in local affairs and the Council must be prepared for that be it in twelve months or soon thereafter.

He then commented on the credit crunch and whatever the reason he felt that would impact on the Council.  He foresaw services being cut back as finances at District and County level came under increased pressure.  He felt that the Town Council may be asked to make some hard choices.

The Council must continue to be custodian of the town and be the voice of the local people.  Changes would be thrust upon the town all in the name of progress – some of these would be welcome and would be embraced, others would be less welcome and the Council must to its utmost to ensure these changes are either amended or rejected.  Developers would continue to see the town as one where there are areas of land and large gardens that afford them the opportunity to make a killing – he did not have a problem with that as long as proposals do not change the surrounding area and the town as a whole.  This Council must resist that which is out of keeping – 

Budleigh Salterton is not a pilot site for architect’s egos.

He concluded that the year ahead would undoubtedly be “interesting” and there would probably be some spirited discussions in the Chamber as everyone has a point of view.  He asked that Councillors respected each others views and discussed and debated issues in a business-like manner.  Once decisions were made he hoped that all would support them and have a collective responsibility for them adding that together the Council is a force but divided members are just twelve individuals. 

He looked forward to working with all Councillors during the coming year and felt sure he could count on their support – together making a difference.

Cllr Mrs L A Roden joined the meeting

09.006
Retiring Chairman’s Remarks

Cllr C A Kitson said he was sure all Members could remember the main points of his acceptance speech twelve months ago!  He was pleased to report that during the past year the Council had reached agreement on many issues and this had been achieved by working together as a team.  The Committees had been well-chaired, budgets understood and worked within, and opportunities taken to ensure that the town’s requirements were clearly understood by service providers at Devon County Council and East Devon District Council.  The Clerk, Mrs Vanstone, had ensured the Council had been “kept legal” and this, with Mrs Howarth’s support, was much appreciated.

He was delighted the Council had agreed to seek Quality Council Status and he now passed the baton over to the new Town Mayor to ensure a successful result in the formal application in June.

Councillors had, hopefully, enjoyed some social time together which had included indoor bowls, skittles, wine-tasting and a Christmas meal.  He added how pleased he was that £166 had been raised for Macmillan Cancer Support at the coffee morning held in September.

Links with many local charities, organisations and care homes had been maintained along with St Peters School and the Library who ensure that the local children are given confidence and encouragement in developing reading skills; presenting awards to local children for the Booktrack scheme had been very memorable.

He concluded by thanking Councillors for giving him the opportunity to serve as Town Mayor and trusted that Cllr Richards would receive the same level of support and commitment as the Council moved into another, he felt sure challenging, year.  He commented that Cllr Richards’ father’s name was the first to appear on the Civic Regalia and the inscription of “young” Courtney would celebrate 50 years of the regalia – a fact the Councillors should be proud of.

09.007
To Appoint Members to serve on the Under-mentioned Committees:-


(a) 
Planning (with Power to Act)

All Councillors are members with one Non-Voting Member to be selected in alphabetical basis on a monthly basis.

The Town Mayor, the Deputy Town Mayor and the Chairman of the Committee cannot be the Non-Voting Member


(b)
Public Hall

Town Mayor, Cllr C Richards

Deputy Town Mayor, Cllr T D Wright

Cllr Mrs L D Evans

Cllr A L Jones

Cllr C A Kitson

Cllr J A Shiel

Cllr Mrs C A Sismore-Hunt


(c)
Finance

Town Mayor, Cllr C Richards

Deputy Town Mayor, Cllr T D Wright

Cllr A L Jones

Cllr C A Kitson

Cllr R S Mitchell

Cllr J A Shiel

Cllr Mrs C A Sismore-Hunt


(d)
Foreshore and Footpaths

Town Mayor, Cllr C Richards

Deputy Town Mayor, Cllr T D Wright

Cllr B A Bailey

Cllr S Hall

Cllr A L Jones

Cllr J A Shiel


(e)
Allotments

Town Mayor, Cllr C Richards

Deputy Town Mayor, Cllr T D Wright

Cllr Mrs L D Evans

Cllr C A Kitson

Cllr J A Shiel


(f)
Trees

Town Mayor, Cllr C Richards

Deputy Town Mayor, Cllr T D Wright

Cllr B A Bailey

Cllr Mrs L D Evans

(g)
Disciplinary

Town Mayor, Cllr C Richards

Deputy Town Mayor, Cllr T D Wright

Cllr C A Kitson

Cllr J A Shiel

Cllr Mrs C A Sismore-Hunt

(h)
Britain in Bloom Sub Committee

Cllr J A Shiel

(i)
Budleigh Salterton Traffic Group

Cllr S Hall

Cllr J A Shiel

Deputy Town Mayor, Cllr T D Wright

09.008
Appointment of Representatives to Serve on the Under-mentioned Bodies:-

(a)
Budleigh Salterton & District Chamber of Commerce

Cllr R S Mitchell 

(Cllr S Hall and Cllr Mrs C A Sismore-Hunt are Members of the Chamber of Commerce and will report to the Town Council if Cllr Mitchell is unable to attend any meetings).

(b)
Budleigh Salterton Health & Care Team

Cllr A L Jones

(c)
Budleigh Salterton Nursing Association

Cllr R S Mitchell

(d)
Devon & Cornwall Police Authority, East Devon Police Consultative Committee

Cllr A L Jones

(This is not an appointment to the Committee, all members and public may attend)

(e)
Devon Association of Parish Councils – Larger Councils Sub-Committee

Cllr A L Jones

(f)
Exmouth & District Community Transport Group

Cllr J A Shiel

(Cllr Mrs L D Evans is Deputy Chairman of the Group and will report to the Town Council if Cllr Shiel is unable to attend any meetings)

(g)
Fairlynch Arts Centre and Museum

Cllr Mrs L A Roden

(h)
Knowle Village Hall Committee

Cllr J A Shiel

(i)
Moorhaven and Greenhaven Sheltered Accommodation

Cllr Mrs C A Sismore-Hunt

(j)
Parish Tree Warden

Cllr Mrs L D Evans

(k)
St Peter’s Burial Ground Committee

Cllr R S Mitchell

(l)
St Peter’s Primary School

Cllr J A Shiel will act as a liaison between the school and the Town Council.  Cllr Mrs C A Sismore-Hunt will attend any Meetings if Cllr Shiel is unable to attend.

(m)
Voluntary Car Service

Cllr Mrs L D Evans

(n)
Jurassic Coast Communities Forum

Cllr S Hall

09.009
Appointment of Trustees

Fryer Welfare Trust – Mr R J Smith to October 2012


Fryer Recreational Trust – Cllr A L Jones to October 2012

09.010
Dates and Times of Meetings
(i)
The dates and times for both Town Council and the Planning Committee Meetings should continue as before i.e. Town Council on the fourth Monday of each Month and Planning Committee on the second and fourth Mondays of each month, commencing at 7.00pm with special arrangements as necessary.

(ii)
All meetings will be suspended during the month of August unless any urgent matters are received in which case if, after consultation between the Town Mayor and Deputy Town Mayor (and, if applicable, the Chairman of the Planning Committee), it is found necessary an emergency meeting of the Town Council (or of a Committee) will be called.

(iii)
Power to Act on Planning Applications will be given in consultation with the Chairman of the Planning Committee on routine matters during the month of August and over the Christmas/New Year period if necessary.

(iv)
Authority to issue cheques during the month of August will be delegated to the Town Mayor and the Deputy Town Mayor.

09.011
Authority to Sign Cheques/Direct Debits
Town Mayor, Cllr C Richards

Deputy Town Mayor, Cllr T D Wright

Cllr A L Jones

Cllr C A Kitson

Cllr Mrs C A Sismore-Hunt

09.012
Bank Mandates

It was agreed that the mandates with Lloyds Banking Group should continue.

09.013
Deeds and Documents
It was noted that the deeds and documents are held with Messrs Everys of Council Chambers, Station Road, Budleigh Salterton.

09.014
Insurance
It was noted that the Town Council’s insurance cover was held with Norwich Union.

There being no further business the Meeting closed at 7.25pm.







………………………………………………







Chairman







………………………………………………
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