BUDLEIGH SALTERTON TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Meeting of the Town Council held in the Council Chambers on Monday 25 January 2010 on the rising of the Planning Committee.

Meeting commenced at 7.04pm

PRESENT

Cllr C Richards (Town Mayor)

Cllr T D Wright (Deputy Town Mayor)

Cllr B A Bailey

Cllr S Hall

Cllr A L Jones

Cllr R S Mitchell

Cllr J A Shiel

Cllr Mrs C A Sismore-Hunt

Clerk to the Council:

Mrs J E Vanstone

Others Present:
Three members of the public and one representative of the press

09.351
Public Speaking Time
No members of the public wished to speak.

09.352
Apologies for Absence

Apologies were received from Cllr R T N Bowen (his wife has a broken ankle), Cllr Mrs L D Evans (family bereavement), Cllr C A Kitson (broken ankle), Cllr Mrs L A Roden (unwell), PC D Lea, County Cllr Mrs C Channon and District Cllr M Florey.

09.353
Declarations of Interests in Items on the Agenda
The Deputy Town Mayor, Cllr T D Wright, declared a prejudicial interest in Min 09.362(i) – he is a Literary Festival Committee Member.

The Town Mayor, Cllr C Richards, Cllr A L Jones, Cllr J A Shiel and Cllr Mrs C A Sismore-Hunt all declared a prejudicial interest in Min 09.362(ii) – they are all Friends of the Festival.

09.354
Minutes
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on 14 December 2009 had been circulated prior to the Meeting.  It was unanimously agreed they be signed as a true record.

09.355
Reports of Committees

The Minutes of the following Meetings were received and adopted:

(i)
Allotments Committee held on 14 December 2009

(ii)
Public Hall Committee held on 11 January 2010

(iii)
Britain in Bloom Sub Committee held on 2 September 2009

09.356
Report of Neighbourhood Beat Manager

Mrs J E Vanstone reported, on behalf of PC D Lea, that between 14 December 2009 and 20 January 2010 14 crimes had been recorded, 6 were either non crime vulnerable adult or non crime domestic.

· On 27 December 2009 there was an assault, no injuries resulted and a 37 year old woman from Exmouth had been cautioned.

· A breach of non-molestation order had occurred on 1 January 2010.

· An allegation of theft from a residential home had been recorded. The offence was alleged to have taken place between 21 December 2009 and 3 January 2010.

· Shortly before 3:00am on 10 January there was a make off from a taxi by two white males near Elmside off Station Road.  Both were described as 5’ 10’’.  The first with a spotty complexion, prominent ears, blond/light hair wearing a striped T shirt and silver necklace and grey hoodie.  The second was described as having dark hair wearing a dark jacket and jeans. The value of the fare was £13.40.

· Between 9 and 11 January criminal damage had been caused to a silver Citroen Xsara.  The damage was a scratch made by an instrument to the rear wing.

· On 12 January a criminal damage and assault were recorded. Both were domestic related and the offender was known and was being dealt with. 

· On 16 January there was a shoplifting incident when two white males entered the Co-op separately but together stole items to the value of £69.  These were mainly gents’ toiletries. The first was described as mid 20’s wearing a black T shirt and blue jeans, the second was in his late 20’s wearing a white top black shoes and large black coat. 

During the same period 54 incident logs had been recorded:

· 15 concern for welfare

· 10 administration

· 7 road related

· 7 alarms

· 5 anti-social behaviour

· 5 crime

· 3 domestic

· 1 sudden death

· 1 lost/found property

PC Lea’s report concluded by informing the Council he was currently on restricted/light duties having been off sick over the Christmas and New Year period.  He would be having an angiogram on 26 January and hoped to know more information as earlier tests had been inconclusive.

09.357
Chairman’s Comments

The Town Mayor, Cllr C Richards reported:

1.
He was sorry that PC David Lea would be leaving.  He had not been happy to learn the news via the local newspaper and felt Inspector Capey should have informed the Council himself.  He added that PC Lea had made his mark on the town even though he had only been with us a short space of time.  He hoped that his replacement would arrive in good time.

2.
At the last Town Council Meeting he had mentioned whether it was necessary to hold Surgeries to maintain Quality Council Status.  The Clerk had checked the criteria  and advised that it was not mandatory.  In view of offices being open three mornings a week and the public speaking section at each Council meeting, he advised surgeries would no longer be organised.

3.
He thanked Glenn Sismore-Hunt and the rest of the local Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal team for doing such a fabulous job – over £11000 had been raised.  

09.358
Clerk’s Report

Mrs J E Vanstone advised that unfortunately Cllr S Hall was unable to attend the Jurassic Coast Communities meeting on Wednesday 27 January and she asked if any Councillor would be able to step in. 

09.359
Reports of Council Representatives on Other Bodies

Britain in Bloom

Cllr J A Shiel reported he had attend the recent Annual General Meeting.  East Devon District Council officers Mark Pollard and Mike Vine had been in attendance.    The Committee, which comprised 6 people, was concerned about the proposed cuts but vowed to keep going.  There was a great need for volunteers to help with the watering and he made it clear that these helpers did not have to stand on the committee. 

Fairlynch Museum

The Town Mayor, Cllr C Richards advised that Cllr Mrs L A Roden was no longer able to stand as the Council’s representative and he asked that if any Councillor was interested, a replacement would be chosen at the next Town Council meeting.

Budleigh Community Youth Project

The Deputy Town Mayor, Cllr T D Wright, reported that the Youth Club was going very well but, as with a lot of organisations, was in need of volunteers.  He asked if anyone was interested to contact him.

09.360
Reports of County and District Councillors

District Councillor

Cllr S Hall reported on behalf of Dist Cllr M Florey:

1.
As from Friday 29 January, the Farmers Market would be operating from the Rolle Mews Car Park.  Fifteen parking spaces would be lost but marshals would be on hand to direct the cars.  Problems were anticipated during July and August but these would be assessed nearer the time.

2.
The East Budleigh Community Shop had just completed its first year of trading.  A small profit had been made.  The original Committee had now stepped down and a new Committee chosen.  Cllr Hall added that he would still be involved.

Cllr S Hall reported he was a member of the Task and Finish Forum set up to discuss the proposed District Council budget cuts.  He would comment further during the appropriate Agenda Item.

County Councillor

The Town Mayor, Cllr C Richards, reported County Cllr Mrs Channon had advised during the recent cold weather she had learned there were only two grit boxes located in the town.  She would be happy to fund the installation of a further two and had asked the Town Council to suggest a location.  Cllr S Hall felt it would be beneficial to have one at junction of Vision Hill and Bridge Road and the Town Mayor said he would pass this suggestion on to Cllr Mrs Channon.

09.361
Cheques for Signature

Payment of cheques for the month of January 2010, in accordance with Appendix A, was approved.

The Deputy Town Mayor, Cllr T D Wright, left the meeting.  

09.362
Requests for Grant Aid: Financial Year 2010/11

(i)
A request from the Budleigh Salterton Literary Festival 2010 was received and considered.


Resolved:
A donation of £400 should be made.

The Deputy Town Mayor, Cllr T D Wright rejoined the meeting.

The Town Mayor, Cllr C Richards, Cllr A L Jones, Cllr J A Shiel and Cllr Mrs C A Sismore-Hunt left the Meeting.

The Deputy Town Mayor, Cllr T D Wright took the chair.

(ii)
A request from the Budleigh Salterton Festival of Music and the Arts 2010 was received and considered.

Resolved:
The Deputy Town Mayor, Cllr T D Wright, felt it was inappropriate to use his casting vote due to the lack of Councillors in attendance and it was agreed to discuss this request at the next Town Council meeting.

The Town Mayor, Cllr C Richards, Cllr A L Jones, Cllr J A Shiel and Cllr Mrs C A Sismore-Hunt rejoined the Meeting and Cllr Wright reported on the decision.  It may be necessary to apply to the Standards Committee at East Devon District Council for a Dispensation to discuss this in the future.

(iii)
A request from Exmouth & District Community Transport Group was received and considered.

Resolved:
A donation of £1000 should be made.

09.363
East Devon District Council: Possible Loss of Services

The Town Mayor reported on the proposals which had been received from East Devon District Council (a copy of his report is held on file).  He added that these proposals had not been approved by the District Council and were subject to change; it would be March before any decisions would be made.

Cllr A L Jones asked if the items labelled “ownership unknown” could be claimed by the Town Council.  Cllr Richards said this was something that could be investigated in the future.

Cllr S Hall reported that the Task and Finish Forum would pass its recommendations on to the Executive Committee.  The coastal towns were all very much against the loss of street cleansing and litter bin clearance and these items had been removed from the list of recommendations.  He would be attending another meeting on Wednesday 27 January and he promised to keep the Town Council aware of progress.

09.364
War Memorial

Correspondence from East Devon District Council relating to the ownership of the War Memorial was received and considered.  Cllr Mrs C A Sismore-Hunt reported she had been advised that Devon County Council owns the area outside the posts, East Devon District Council owns the land inside the posts and the people of Budleigh Salterton own the Memorial itself.

Resolved:
The Clerk should respond to East Devon District Council advising that the Town Council is happy to take on the maintenance of the War Memorial and assumes East Devon District Council will continue maintaining the grass, lights and posts.

09.365 Local Government Review of Devon:  Discussion Paper on Draft Structural Orders

The Paper from the Department for Communities and Local Government was received and considered.  It was 

Resolved:

It was not appropriate for this Council to comment.

09.366
Public Hall Committee
The following decisions made by the Public Hall Committee were ratified:

(i)
accept the quotation from Stannah to install a stair-lift to the first floor offices.

(ii)
accept the quotation from H&V Builders to refurbish the office toilet.

09.367
Hardy Plant Society – Devon Group: 10 April 2010

Consideration was given to a request to hold a horticultural event on The Green on the above date.  The Clerk advised that she had spoken to the organiser who had been informed by East Devon District Council that the nature of the event was unsuitable for The Green and would not be going ahead.

09.368
Seafront

Consideration was given to a request to sell food and drink from a mobile stall and it was

Resolved:
This proposal is not acceptable for the seafront and this Council is unable to offer support.

09.369
Correspondence Received

The Royal British Legion: Letter of thanks for donation

Otter Valley Association: January 2010

Victim Support: Letter of thanks for donation

East Devon District Council: (1) Forward Plan 1 January – 30 April 2010 (2) Standards Committee vacancy for Parish Council Member (3) The Knowledge issues 30-32 (4) Devon Home Choice (5) Council news round-up October/November/December 2009 (6) Waste & Recycling Collections

Devon County Council: (1) Temporary Prohibition of Through Traffic Sherbrook Hill (2) Consultation on Admission Arrangements for Devon Schools for 2011/12

DAPC: Newsletter Jan/Feb 

Senior Council for Devon (1) Notice of meeting on 11 March 2010 (2) Senior Councils for Devon: January 2010

Clinton Devon Estates: Countryside Matters winter 2009

Clerks & Councils Direct: January 2010

The Clerk: January 2010

The Newsletter of the Allotments: Autumn 2009

mor: Design consultancy for public realm

Drew Pearce: Business Rates Savings

09.370
Any Other Business at the Chairman’s Discretion
Cllr Mrs C A Sismore-Hunt:

1.
She asked if the Clerk had received a response from Everys regarding the state of the wall on Station Road.

2.
She advised that the wall above the amenity walk at Leas Road was crumbling.  The Clerk would report this to Devon County Council.

3.
She reported that she was aware that some residents at Norman Crescent were still unhappy about the type of equipment being installed there.  She suggested any complaints be forwarded to East Devon District Council.

The Deputy Town Mayor, Cllr T D Wright, advised he had been approached by Rev Robert Charles regarding this year’s Civic Service.  Rev Charles is retiring this year but would like to officiate at the Civic Service.  This would mean holding the Service earlier than normal on Sunday 16 May which is not long after the Annual Council Meeting.  Cllr Wright asked if Councillors were happy if he organised the Service for that date whether or not he was elected as Town Mayor.  

09.371
Dates of Next Meetings

Planning Committee:


8 February 2010 at 7.00pm

Planning Committee:


22 February 2010 at 7.00pm

Town Council:
22 February 2010 on the rising of the Planning Committee

There being no further business, the Meeting closed at 8.17pm
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Chairman







………………………………………………
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