BUDLEIGH SALTERTON TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Meeting of the Town Council held in the Council Chambers on Monday 22 February 2010 on the rising of the Planning Committee.

Meeting commenced at 7.29pm.

PRESENT

Cllr C Richards (Town Mayor)

Cllr T D Wright (Deputy Town Mayor)

Cllr B A Bailey

Cllr R T N Bowen

Cllr Mrs L D Evans

Cllr S Hall

Cllr C A Kitson

Cllr A L Jones

Cllr R S Mitchell

Cllr J A Shiel

Cllr Mrs C A Sismore-Hunt

Clerk to the Council:

Mrs J E Vanstone

Others Present
District Cllr M Florey, two members of the public and one representative of the press

09.392
Public Speaking Time
No members of the public wished to speak.

09.393
Apologies for Absence

Cllr Mrs L A Roden (unwell) and County Cllr Mrs C Channon.

09.394
Declarations of Interests in Items on the Agenda
Cllr C A Kitson declared a personal interest in Min 09.402 – he is a member of the Shandford Management Committee.

Cllr R T N Bowen declared a personal interest in Min 09.403 – he is the Chairman of the Festival.

Cllr J A Shiel declared a personal interest in Min 09.403 – he is a Friend of the Festival.

09.395
Minutes
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on 25 January 2010 had been circulated prior to the Meeting.  It was unanimously agreed they be signed as a true record.

09.396
Report of Neighbourhood Beat Manager

Mrs J E Vanstone reported on behalf of PC D Lea that between 26 January and 20 February 2010 15 crimes had been reported, 8 were non crime, domestic, vulnerable adult or child protection issues.

· Burglary at Copp Hill Lane occurred overnight 29/30 January.  It was unknown what had been stolen.

· An attempted burglary occurred between 1 and 8 February.  Entry was attempted via the conservatory. Nothing was stolen – damage was caused to the frame.

· On 13 February a 33 year old local man was arrested and subsequently charged for drink driving.

· Also on 13 February, during the early evening, 2 wet suits were taken from the washing line of an address in Westbourne Terrace.

· On 15 February a 44 year old local man was dealt with by means of restorative justice for the theft of a jar of coffee from the Spar store in Fore Street.

· Overnight between 15 and 16 February damaged was caused to a rear windscreen of a Fiat Punto parked outside Every’s solicitors, Station Road. £200 worth of damaged was caused.

· Early evening of 18 February there was an attempted theft of alcohol from Threshers, High Street.  The offender was confronted by staff and goods were returned to display.  Enquiries were ongoing but it was believed the offender was local.

During the same period 40 incident logs had been recorded:

· 11 road related (no serious accidents)

· 8 – Administration

· 6 – Domestic

· 6 - Anti Social Behaviour (ASB)

· 4 – Crime 

· 3 – Concern for welfare

· 2 – Alarms.

PC Lea’s report concluded by informing the Council that he was very pleased to report that he did not have any heart disease and all was well.  He was back on full duties and working out of Budleigh Salterton.  He was currently living near Truro and commuting at the start of his tour of duties, lodging at friends in East Devon and returning home for his days off.  This move was granted on compassionate grounds nearly a year ago and finally a buyer was found for his home in East Devon and a very hurried move made to Cornwall prior to Christmas.  He was seeking a posting in Cornwall nearer to home as the periods (in East Devon) away from his family were defeating the purpose of the move.  The time frame of any move was unknown and was dependent on vacancies in Cornwall and his suitability to the role.  He thanked Councillors for their support and best wishes during his recent illness and he promised to continue to work tirelessly in the superb beat he had been tasked with and one which he would be very reluctant to pass over.

Cllr R S Mitchell voiced concern, following recent press reports, at the number of officers that were going to be cut by the Devon & Cornwall Constabulary.  He felt the Council should keep an eye on this and he hoped Budleigh Salterton would not lose out because of these cuts.

09.397
Chairman’s Comments

The Town Mayor, Cllr C Richards, reported:

1.
He had asked the Clerk to report the vandalism of the Seafront shelter to the police.  He felt if these acts were not reported and a crime number obtained, the police would not appreciate the real levels of crime in the area and would have a good reason not to replace PC Lea.

2.
He reminded Councillors that the Annual Parish Meeting would be taking place on 17 March.  One subject he thought he may touch on was whether the Council’s Planning Committee was really needed – he wanted to see what the residents of the town thought.  He advised that John Varley, Estates Director at Clinton Devon Estates would be the Guest Speaker and he would be talking about the Estates efforts to become greener and would not be talking about the Longboat Café.

09.398
Clerk’s Report

Mrs J E Vanstone reported:

1.
There had been problems with the Hall’s central heating boiler for some while and she hoped it would soon be rectified.  She explained that the engineer had informed her there was a 10 degree difference between the reading on the boiler and the temperature in the Hall.

2.
The Probation Service workers were currently painting the Hall.  The Town Mayor and Deputy Town Mayor had both been to the Hall to see the workers and deliver supplies and she asked if other members of the Public Hall Committee could help out.  She asked if someone could attend on 28 February and 7 March.

3.
She advised that the vinyl and carpet in the foyer and toilets had been replaced and she hoped Councillors were happy with the result.

09.399
Reports of Council Representatives on Other Bodies

Devon & Cornwall Police Authority

Cllr A L Jones advised that he had attended the recent Liaison meeting where attendees had been assured no redundancies would be made to front-line officers.  He had also been assured that the town’s Neighbourhood Beat Manager would be replaced.

Devon Association of Parish Councils

Cllr Jones also advised that he had attended a recent meeting of the Larger Councils Sub-Committee and had supplied two articles for members to read regarding Exeter’s Unitary Council Status.  He then reported:

1.
At present there were quite a few areas of Devon that were not “parished” and the Association would be investigating this further.  

2.
In general, allotments were over-subscribed and members had been advised of a new programme called ‘Hogco’, funded by the Big Lottery Fund, which helps groups join together to develop skills and seek opportunities to grow their own food.  He had given the Clerk some leaflets explaining the programme. 

3.
Councillors would be well aware that County Councillors were able to given grants each year but did they know that District Councillors were as well.  He then told Councillors about an example in Barnstaple.  

Cllr Florey said he would look into this at East Devon District Council.

09.400
Reports of County and District Councillors

County Councillor

Mrs J E Vanstone read County Cllr Mrs C Channon’s report:

1.
She had received a report from a resident of Hayes Close who, during half term, had spoken to eight youths kicking a ball about on the football ground.  The ball had been kicked against his fence and had come into his garden.  He had asked the youths to move elsewhere.  Later that day, several clods of mud had been thrown against his house.  This had been reported to the police as the resident felt intimidated.

Cllr A L Jones advised he had spoken to the Football Club committee about this and the club was trying to help the Hayes Close resident.

2.
She was awaiting delivery of six grit boxes, two of which would be allocated to Budleigh Salterton.  

District Councillors

District Cllr S Hall reported:

1.
He had attended a meeting of the Executive Committee and the items of the budget they wanted to keep had been approved.  He hoped these recommendations would be approved by full Council.

2.
He had spoken to Mark Reilly about the Tide Clock and as yet nothing had been decided.

3.
The District Council was concerned that once the Exeter Unitary authority had been established, parts of District land may be acquired.

Cllr J A Shiel advised he had spoken to Andy Phillips, District Council Beach Safety Officer, regarding the Tide Clock.  Mr Phillips had confirmed that the clock would be kept and maintained for the time being.

District Cllr M Florey reported:

1.
The Farmers Market had been moved to Rolle Mews Car Park and so far the feedback had been good.

2.
The Trustees of the Youth Club had met recently.  He advised that the Trust owns the building and the Trustees must operate the building commercially and that he was taking over the bookings from Kim Chapman.  Twenty youngsters were regularly attending the Youth Club and it was proving to be a real resource for the young people of the town, now and for the future.

3.
East Budleigh Community Shop had been trading for just over a year now and during its first year had a turnover of £137000 with a £400 surplus; this surplus would be ploughed back into the community.  

He concluded that he was not aware of the District Council having a community pot but would make enquiries. 

09.401
Cheques for Signature

Payment of cheques for the month of February 2010, in accordance with Appendix A, was approved.

09.402
Requests for Grant Aid: Financial Year 2009/10

(i)
Shandford Residential Care Home
Resolved:

A donation of £400 will be made.

(ii)
Wand

Resolved:

This Council felt unable to make a donation.

09.403
Request for Grant Aid: Financial Year 2010/11

Budleigh Salterton Festival of Music and the Arts 2010

After a full discussion and, although there was general support for the proposal to make a donation to the Festival, no decision could be reached on the amount.  The Chairman adjourned the debate to enable the Clerk to seek guidance on how to take this matter forward and this item will be placed on a future agenda.

09.404
Budleigh Film Society

A request to install an additional audio loop in the Public Hall was received and considered.

Resolved:
Approved.  The Film Society will be asked to supply the Clerk with information regarding the route and assurance the system would not interfere with the system operated by the Town Council.

09.405
Flea Market 

A discussion took place on the use of ‘A’ Boards and the general advertising of the flea market by Hyson Fairs.

Resolved:
Hyson Fairs will be asked not to place the advertising banner over the Council’s notice board and they will also be asked to request that individual stall holders must not place A boards outside the Hall.

09.406
Royal Garden Party: 22 June 2010

Consideration was given as to which Councillor’s name should be put forward to enter the ballot organised by the Devon Association of Parish Councils.  The Deputy Mayor, Cllr T D Wright was nominated but as he had already attended a Garden Party he declined.  It was

Resolved:

Cllr R S Mitchell’s name should be put forward.

Cllr B A Bailey left the meeting.

09.407
Hospiscare – Midnight Charity Walk from Budleigh Salterton to Exmouth: 22 May 2010

Consideration was given to a request to hold a charity walk in the town.

Resolved:

Recommend approval to East Devon District Council.

09.408
Literary Festival:  22-24 September 2010

Consideration was given to a request to hold a new and second-hand book sale on The Green on the above dates.

Resolved:

Recommend approval to East Devon District Council.

The representative of the press left the meeting.

09.409
Audit: Financial Year 2009/10
It was noted that David Hinchliffe had agreed to act as Internal Auditor and his anticipated fee will be £250.

09.410
Correspondence Received

East Devon District Council: (1) Decision letter from the Secretary of State (2) Budleigh Salterton War Memorial (3) Retirement re: Dave Collings (4) The Knowledge issues 33-37 (5) Forward Plan 1 February – 31 May 2010 (6) Countryside Events programme 2010

Junkmail: Issue 3

Devon & Somerset Fire & Rescue: Home Alone Campaign

Make it Local: Workshops

May Gurney: Proposed road closure Granary Lane & Stoneborough Lane 10 – 14 May 2010

DAPC: Minutes and Agendas

CCD: Home Grown Community Owned

Devon County Council: (1) School Travel Plan Scheme – East Budleigh Road (2) Investing in our Devon (3) Leas Road bridge

NSPCC: Campaign to raise awareness of NSPCC Helpline

Leonard Cheshire Disability: Newsletter & Sponsored Sky Dive

EDVSA: January 2010


Energy Saving Trust: Green Communities

09.411
Any Other Business at the Chairman’s Discretion
1.
Cllr A L Jones was disappointed East Devon District Council had not recognised that Budleigh Salterton had won the Quality Beach Award in 2009 and because the Chief Executive did not know about the award the town had not entered the competition this year.

2.
Cllr R T N Bowen was concerned that Public Hall income was less than anticipated.  The Clerk advised that the previous month’s income was higher and some accounts remained outstanding.

3.
The Deputy Town Mayor, Cllr T D Wright advised he would be absent on 8 March due to work commitments.

4.
Cllrs Jones and Wright asked if they could attend the Planning Event on 3 March which was to be held in East Budleigh.

09.412
Dates of Next Meetings

Planning Committee:


8 March 2010 at 7.00pm

Finance Committee:
8 March 2010 on the rising of the Planning Committee

Allotments Committee:
8 March 2010 on the rising of the Finance Committee

Planning Committee:


22 March 2010 at 7.00pm

Town Council:
22 March 2010 on the rising of the Planning Committee

There being no further business, the Meeting closed at 8.39pm







………………………………………………







Chairman







………………………………………………
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