BUDLEIGH SALTERTON TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Meeting of the Town Council held in the Council Chambers on Monday 22 March 2010 on the rising of the Planning Committee.

Meeting commenced at 7.20pm

PRESENT

Cllr C Richards (Town Mayor)

Cllr T D Wright (Deputy Town Mayor)

Cllr B A Bailey

Cllr R T N Bowen

Cllr Mrs L D Evans

Cllr S Hall

Cllr A L Jones

Cllr C A Kitson

Cllr R S Mitchell

Cllr Mrs L A Roden

Cllr J A Shiel

Cllr Mrs C A Sismore-Hunt

Clerk to the Council:

Mrs J E Vanstone

Others Present:
District Cllr M Florey, three members of the public and a representative of the press

09.449
Public Speaking Time
No members of the public wished to speak.

09.450
Apologies for Absence
None, all Members being present.

09.451
Declarations of Interests in Items on the Agenda
Cllr R T N Bowen declared a personal interest in Min 09.460 – he is Chairman of the Festival.

09.452
Minutes
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on 22 February 2010 had been circulated prior to the Meeting.

Cllr C A Kitson queried the wording of Min 09.403 – he felt they did not summarise the actual events of the Meeting.  After a short discussion it was agreed they were correct and it was agreed by a majority that the Minutes be signed as a true record.

09.453
Reports of Committees

The Minutes of the following Meetings were received and adopted:

(i)
the Foreshore and Footpaths held on 22 February 2010

(i)
the Finance Committee held on 8 March 2010

(ii)
the Allotments Committee held on 8 March 2010

09.454
Report of Neighbourhood Beat Manager

Mrs J E Vanstone read a message from PC D Lea.  He had been transferred to St Blazey where he would be Neighbourhood Beat Manager for Fowey and Lostwithiel.  It had been a swift move and he had not the opportunity to give a proper goodbye.  He asked that his sincere thanks be passed on to all at the Council; he had enjoyed the posting, although brief, and he hoped his successor enjoyed working in the town as much as he had.

Mrs Vanstone then reported on behalf of PCSO M Maguire that between 21 February and 21 March 2010 11 crimes had been reported, 4 were non crime, domestics, child protection issues:
· Burglary at an address in Fore Street which related to a theft of a pedal cycle.

· An attempted theft from a vehicle parked in Knowle Road.

· Theft of a sign advertising the Budleigh Salterton Farmers Market.

· Criminal damage to a vehicle parked in Northview Road; this related to a tyre being slashed with a screwdriver or small knife.

· A property in Moormead was searched and local man was charged with possession of cannabis.
· The remaining log refers to a false representation made by a Budleigh Salterton resident.  Enquiries were continuing.
During the same period 41 incident logs had been recorded:

· 1 Road related

· 10 Administration/Non-Attendance

· 7 Domestic

· 10 Anti Social Behaviour (ASB)

· 4 Alarm

· 3 Sudden death

· 2 Alarms

· 2 Drug related

· 2 Suspicious circumstances

PCSO Maguire’s report concluded by advising of PC Lea’s move to Cornwall.  The post had been advertised internally and it was hoped the successful applicant would be in post in due course.  PCSO Maguire was now back from paternity/annual leave and continuing his patrols and community engagement work.

Cllr C A Kitson asked that the Clerk write to the Chief Constable requesting the post be filled as soon as possible.

Cllr Mrs C A Sismore-Hunt advised she understood someone had already been assigned to the post.  Cllr A L Jones reiterated the assurance the position would be filled which he had received recently from the Chairman of the Police Authority.

09.455
Chairman’s Comments

The Town Mayor, Cllr C Richards reported:

1.
He understood not all Councillors had responded to the Clerk regarding the Code of Conduct training being offered by East Devon District Council on 27 April.  He added this training was important as the Standards Committee was seeing a number of cases involving incorrect declarations etc.

2.
The turn-out at the recent Annual Town Meeting had been poor and he felt it would be necessary to discuss better advertising at a future Town Council meeting.  At that meeting he had admired Mr Varley’s lectern and would be asking the Clerk to investigate costs.  It was agreed this was a good idea, Cllr A L Jones added it could be used by hirers and speakers at Council meetings alike.

3.
He had received a reply from the Chief Executive of the District Council regarding the Quality Coast Award.  He was disappointed but not surprised by his response.

4.
The Town Council had virtually gained ownership of the War Memorial and he would be asking the Clerk to obtain costs for its cleaning and renovation.  A quotation to clean the entire memorial was to hand but he felt it was only necessary to clean up the names.  It was agreed this should be discussed fully at a future meeting of the Town Council.

09.456
Clerk’s Report

Mrs J E Vanstone requested assistance with the annual Inventory.  

09.457
Reports of Council Representatives on Other Bodies

Jurassic Coast Forum

Cllr S Hall reported he had attended the recent Jurassic Coast Seminar which had been held at Bridport.  There had been several items of interest including a fossil found recently at Lyme Regis which was so interesting it was going on tour and would be making a visit to Budleigh Salterton.  The 2009-14 Management Plan had been produced and he had managed to obtain a copy which would be held in the office.  

Cllr Hall added that the Jurassic Coast needs “friends” who would become ambassadors for the Coast and that more interpretation centres were required.  He felt this would be good for the town; these centres do not have to be large affairs and we should not have to wait for centres to be opened in Seaton and Exmouth.  A centre would engage visitors and bring much-needed income to the town.  Devon County Council had been asked to look into the feasibility of ferries along the coast – this would be a network of ferries not just one company.   Cllr Hall then said delegates had learned that only 25% of applications are given World Heritage Site status and the group which grants this also has the power to take the status away too which was something all should remember. 

From a Chamber of Commerce point of view, there is a Jurassic Coast Quality Business Scheme and he would be raising this at the Chamber of Commerce AGM on 23 March.  

Cllr Hall said he had spoken to Dr Sam Rose (Jurassic Coast Team Leader) about the development at the Longboat Café.  Dr Rose felt unable to comment on the application but if the Town Council was able to find any specific points in the Management Plan that may be of assistance, he would investigate.  Cllr Hall felt section 3.3 may be of assistance and asked that the Clerk write to Dr Rose to this effect.

09.458
Reports of County and District Councillors

District Cllr M Florey

Cllr Florey reported:

1.
The Farmers Market was settling into its new home at Rolle Mews Car Park and its 2nd Anniversary would soon be coming up.

2.
He wished to reinforce the Deputy Town Mayor, Cllr T D Wright’s comments made at the Annual Town Meeting regarding the Youth Club.  He said it was functioning well but needed more volunteers.  He asked if anyone knew of a willing helper to contact either him or Cllr Wright.

3.
At the last Meeting of the town Council he had promised to investigate whether the District council held a community pot of money (similar to the County Council).  He advised that it did not although funding was available through the “Making it Local” project with £2.5m available over four years for community projects.  He added that the East Budleigh Community Shop had gained funding through this project.

District Cllr S Hall had no report to make.

Cllr C A Kitson asked Cllr Florey if the Youth Club had contacted the various church groups in the town regarding volunteers.

09.459
Cheques for Signature

Payment of cheques for the month of March 2010, in accordance with Appendix A, was approved.

09.460
Request for Grant Aid: Financial Year 2010/11

Budleigh Salterton Festival of Music and the Arts 2010

(i)
Consideration was given as to whether or not to make a donation to the Festival and it was

Resolved:

A donation would be made.

(ii)

Consideration was then given to the amount of any donation to the Festival and it was

Resolved:

A donation of £1000 should be made.

09.461
Bicton College

Before any discussion took place on what, if any, action the Council can take in support of Bicton College Standing Orders were suspended in order for District Cllr M Florey to speak on this subject.

Cllr Florey advised that the loss of Bicton College would be a tragedy but sadly this was happening across the country.  Small specialist colleges are expensive to run and he felt this was why the Learning and Skills Council (LSC) were trying to get rid of them.  The Exeter College proposal to work with Bicton College was clever and an appropriate move forward.  The merger proposal had the blessing of Exeter College, Bicton College and the LSC at regional level but the LSC Chief Executive had refused to support the idea.  Exeter College could not afford to cover the £3m Bicton College debt and to date no solution had been found.  He was not sure what the Town Council could do but felt a letter of support would be helpful.

Standing Orders were adopted.

It was agreed that a letter of support should be sent to the Principal, Mr D Henley.

09.462
Town Council Planning Committee 

A lengthy discussion took place as to whether or not to continue to hold Planning Committee Meetings, given that the Council’s comments seem to carry little weight with the East Devon District Council Planning function.  It was 

Resolved:
This Council will continue with a Planning Committee.  In addition it was agreed that Cllr S Hall should set up a meeting between Stephen Belli and the Town Council.

09.463
East Devon District Council: Local Development Framework

(i)
Deputy Town Mayor, Cllr T D Wright, reported on a recent meeting.  His report is held on file.

(ii)
The way forward was discussed and it was agreed a Working Party should be formed to go through the reply form.  The Town Mayor, Cllr C Richards, the Deputy Town Mayor, Cllr T D Wright, Cllr R T N Bowen, Cllr S Hall and Cllr J A Shiel volunteered to become members of the Working Party.

09.464
East Devon District Council: StreetScene Service Rationalisation
Correspondence dated 11 March 2010, together with some ideas from Budleigh in Bloom, was received and considered.  It was

Resolved:
A meeting should be set up with the Chairman of the Budleigh in Bloom committee to discuss the proposed cuts and the outcome would be reported at the next meeting of the Town Council.

09.465
Sale of Fish on the Beach

Correspondence dated 22 February 2010 from Mr M England relating to the sale of fish on the Beach was received and considered.  It was

Resolved:
Whilst this Council sympathises with Mr England there is very little it can do.  Mr England’s letter should be passed on to Devon County Council Trading Standards and East Devon District Council Environmental Health Department.

09.466
Any other Business at the Chairman’s Discretion

1.
Cllr S Hall advised that a further ten beach huts would be delivered to the town, these would be in additional to the ten already received.  Ten would be allocated to private owners and ten would be for rental – this was being dealt with by East Devon District Council and not the Tourist Information Centre and therefore would be bringing no further income to the town.

2.
Cllr C A Kitson asked for a future agenda item to discuss the advertising of Council donations. 

09.467
Correspondence Received


Shandford Management Committee – Thank you for donation

East Devon District Council (1) Forward Plan 1 March – 30 June (2) The Knowledge issues 38-41 (3) Council Tax 2010/2011 

Devon County Council: Temporary Prohibition of Through Traffic – Moor Lane

Fairlynch Museum – Spring newsletter

Planet Aid UK Newsletter

DAPC – (1) Minutes 18 February 2010 (2) Newsletter Mar/Apr 10 (3) Insurance arrangements

Jurassic Coast Communities Forum – Minutes 27 January 2010

EDVSA – Meeting 26 April

Biffa – Legislative landfill tax increase

East Devon AONB Partnership – Parishscapes presentation maps

Village Green: March 2010

The Clerk: March 2010

Dr D Evans – Proposed site for a mix of affordable and market housing

Audit Commission – Appointment of External Auditor

Energy Saving Trust: Green Communities

RD & Express March 2010

Devon Talk: Spring 2010

09.468
Dates of Next Meetings

Planning Committee:


12 April 2010 at 7.00pm

Planning Committee:


26 April 2010 at 7.00pm

Town Council:
26 April 2010 on the rising of the Planning Committee

There being no further business, the Meeting closed at 9.01pm
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Chairman







………………………………………………
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