BUDLEIGH SALTERTON TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Meeting of the Town Council held in the Council Chambers on Monday 26 April 2010 on the rising of the Planning Committee.  

The meeting commenced at 7.06pm.

PRESENT

Cllr C Richards (Town Mayor)

Cllr T D Wright (Deputy Town Mayor)

Cllr R T N Bowen

Cllr Mrs L D Evans

Cllr S Hall

Cllr A L Jones

Cllr C A Kitson

Cllr R S Mitchell

Cllr Mrs L A Roden

Cllr J A Shiel

Cllr Mrs C A Sismore-Hunt

Clerk to the Council:

Mrs J E Vanstone

Others Present:

One member of the public and one representative of the press.

09.488
Public Speaking Time

No members of the public wished to speak.

09.489
Apologies for Absence

Apologies were received from Cllr B A Bailey (working), County Cllr Mrs C Channon and District Cllr M Florey.

09.490
Declarations of Interests in Items on the Agenda       

No interests were declared.

09.491
Minutes
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on 22 March 2010 had been circulated prior to the Meeting.  It was unanimously agreed they be signed as a true record.

09.492
Reports of Committees

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Traffic Group held on 11 November 2009 were received and adopted.

09.493
Report of Neighbourhood Beat Manager

Mrs J E Vanstone reported on behalf of PCSO M Maguire that between 22 March and 22 April 2010 14 crimes had been reported:

· A burglary had occurred at an address in Boucher Way which related to a theft of   petrol driven lawnmower from the garden.  A white van with blacked-out windows had been seen parked on the drive.  A press release had been issued for further information.  Enquiries were continuing.

· An unauthorised taking of a motor vehicle in Shortwood Close occurred. The vehicle was later recovered in Exmouth.

· Theft of a pedal cycle was reported at Little Knowle. The cycle was recovered by the neighbourhood Policing Team and reunited with its owner.

· Theft of a motor trailer occurred in Copp Hill Lane. Enquiries are continuing.

· Theft from jewellers in Fore Street. A significant amount of items were stolen.  No suspects or witnesses. Enquiries were continuing.
· The remaining crimes were Non-Crime Domestic or Child Protection issues.
During the same period 52 police incident logs were raised:

· 5 Road related 

· 7 Administration/Non-Attendance

· 6 Domestic

· 13 Anti Social Behaviour (ASB)

· 7 Alarm

· 3 Sudden Death

· 1 Sexual Offence

· 4 Suspicious circumstances

· 2 Burglary

· 2 Theft

· 2 Concern for welfare

PCSO Maguire’s report continued regarding the slight increase in the number of Anti-Social Behaviour incident logs reported during the month.  This largely referred to a group of young people displaying over exuberance during the Easter holiday period;   the usual number of teenagers who congregate in the town increased with people coming across from Exmouth, Lympstone, Newton Poppleford and Sidmouth.  Strong words of advice were issued regarding current and future conduct and the implications of further measures if reports of this nature continued.  

In addition, a police warrant had been executed by the local neighbourhood policing team at an address in Deepways.  This action was carried out as part of the commitment to reducing crime and the fear of crime.

The report concluded that the changes to the local neighbourhood policing team had been formalised and the new Neighbourhood Beat Manager would be in place for 4 May and PCSO Chantalle Major would return from maternity leave a week later.  PCSO Malcolm Maguire would be returning to Exmouth to assist with the Littleham policing team and he thanked the members of the Town Council for their support during his enjoyable spell in Budleigh Salterton.

Cllr Mrs C A Sismore-Hunt added that the PACT Team had decided to put the problem with Anti Social Behaviour on hold for the winter but following PCSO Maguire’s report she would be asking that this become number one priority for the Team at its next meeting.

09.494
Chairman’s Comments

The Town Mayor, Cllr C Richards, reported:

1.
He had been approached by a local fisherman who had advised that a number of bonfires had been lit on the beach in between boats.  He wondered if better signage could be erected requesting that there should be No Fires in the Fishermen’s area.  

2.
Mrs Howarth had resigned as Clerical Assistant and following the publication of an advertisement in the local press, quite a few applications had been received by the Clerk.  He and the Clerk would be reading these fully before commencing the interview process.

3.
He had spoken to Brian Kohl, Property Services Manager at East Devon District Council regarding the position and colour of the additional beach huts.  Mr Kohl had advised the huts would not be repainted this year.  He also advised that he would investigate the sites that extend over the footpath.  He had corresponded with the owner of The Creamery who in turn was told to take matters up with Clinton Devon Estates.

The Town Mayor had asked that this Council’s preferences be taken into consideration when the huts are repainted and that they be positioned behind the Gentlemen’s Club/The Creamery in future years.  He had asked the Clerk to make a diary note to chase this up in 3 months.

Cllr A L Jones asked whether it would be appropriate to write to Clinton Devon Estates about this matter but the Town Mayor thought it was not necessary at this time.

4.
He was very pleased to advise that the Norman Family Charitable Trust had made a grant of £2000 towards the cost of the stairlift.

09.495
Clerk’s Report

Mrs J E Vanstone reported:

1.
She had spoken to Sulina Tallack, Section 106 Officer, East Devon District Council regarding any monies that may be available for additional play equipment at Norman Crescent.  At this time only £1500 was available.

2.
The seasonal cleaner was now in post – his hours were 7.30am to 3.30pm every day except Wednesday.

3.
She and other Town Clerks had attended a meeting with Mark Williams and Diccon Pearce at East Devon District Council.  The budget situation was quite serious and more cuts should be expected.  Mr Williams had promised to keep the Clerks updated with developments.

4.
The pantomime held in the Public Hall over two weekends in January 2010 had raised over £2800 for Age Concern. 

09.496
Reports of Council Representatives on Other Bodies

Chamber of commerce

Cllr R S Mitchell reported he had attended the recent AGM which had gone well.  The Chairman had reported on the good working relationship the Chamber has with the Town Council.  The Chamber general meetings were not well attended although the Chamber as a whole was well supported.  The Tourist Information Centre was financially sound at the present time.

09.497
Reports of County and District Councillors

District Cllr S Hall

Cllr Hall reported that he thought progress could be made on resolving the problems of selling fish on the beach.  It was proposed that a similar system could be used to that in Beer and Seaton where the person buying in fish must have a licence to operate.  These licences have a variety of terms and conditions attached.

09.498
Cheques for Signature

Payment of cheques for the month of April 2010, in accordance with Appendix A, was approved.

09.499
Lions Club of Budleigh Salterton – Gala Week:  29 May to 6 June 2010

(i)
Consideration was given to a request for a concessionary hire charge to be applied for the hire of the Public Hall (or a grant towards the cost).
Resolved:
A nominal charge of £100 would be made.

(ii)
Consideration was given to a request to use The Green.

Resolved:
Recommend approval to East Devon District Council.
09.500
Upper Station Road Car Park

Consideration was given to a request from Planet Aid UK to position a Clothes Recycling Bin (measuring 110cm x 110cm x 150cm) in the car park.

Resolved:
Permission could not be given for a recycling bin to be positioned in the Car Park.

09.501
War Memorial 

(i)
Consideration was given to what, if any, repairs/renovations to make.

Resolved:
The entire war memorial should be cleaned and Langmead Memorials will be asked to carry out this work.

(ii)
Correspondence from the Royal British Legion was received and considered.  

Resolved:
Langmead Memorials will be asked to supply costs for the installation of eye bolts around the sides of the memorial. 

09.502
East Devon District Council: StreetScene Service Rationalisation

The Town Mayor, Cllr C Richards, reported that at a recent meeting with the Chairman of the Budleigh in Bloom committee it had been agreed Budleigh in Bloom would take over all the flower beds currently maintained by East Devon District Council.  There were one or two sites that still needed volunteers.

There would be no reduction in grass cutting except for the site at West Terrace.  The contractor who cuts the allotment grass would be asked to carry out this work. 

The Clerk was asked to contact East Devon District Council advising of this decision and request that the flower beds on The Green should not be grassed over.

09.503
East Devon District Council: Local Development Framework

(i)
The Deputy Town Mayor, Cllr T D Wright, reported on the Working Party meeting held on 29 March 2010.  The notes from that meeting had been circulated and he asked for any relevant comments.

It was agreed that some mention should be made about the possible relocation of the Cricket Club.

(ii)
It was agreed the document should be completed as per Cllr Wright’s notes with the addition of the comment about the Cricket Club.  Cllr Wright will forward an updated version of the report to the Clerk. 

09.504
Request for Grant Aid 2010/11: Budleigh Salterton Male Voice Choir

(i)
Consideration was given as to whether or not to make a donation to the Choir.


Resolved:
A donation would be made.

(ii)
Consideration was given to the amount of any donation to the Choir and it was

Resolved:
A donation of £250 would be made.

09.505
Correspondence Received


Budleigh Salterton Literary Festival – Thank you for donation


Budleigh Festivals – Thank you for donation


Mrs A Shiel – Thank you to the Members of Traffic Group

The Norman Family Charitable Trust – £2000 donation to the Council for cost of the new stairlift

Bicton College – Thank you for support

Barrie Hawkins – PhD on the History and Archaeology of Watercress Farming

East Devon District Council (1) Forward Plan 1 April – 31 July 1 May – 31 August (2) The Knowledge issues 42- 46 (3) Copy correspondence re: proposed mussel farm in Lyme Bay

Devon County Council: Temporary Prohibition of Through Traffic – Granary Lane and Stoneborough Lane

Junkmail issue 4

Amberol: Self watering planters

Senior Council for Devon – April 2010

EDVSA: April 2010


Otter Valley Association: April 2010

Haycock: Agenda - Lower River Otter: Long Term Options for flood and drainage management


09.506
Any Other Business at the Chairman’s Discretion
Cllr S Hall said it was excellent news about Bicton College.

09.507
Dates of Next Meetings

Annual Meeting of the Town Council:

10 May 2010 at 7.00pm

Planning Committee:



10 May 2010 on the rising of the Town Council

Planning Committee:



24 May 2010 at 7.00pm

Town Council:
24 May 2010 on the rising of the Planning Committee

Finance Committee:
24 May 2010 on the rising of the Town Council

There being no further business, the Meeting closed at 7.48pm







………………………………………………







Chairman







………………………………………………
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