BUDLEIGH SALTERTON TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Meeting of the Town Council held in the Council Chambers on Monday 24 May 2010 on the rising of the Planning Committee.

The meeting commenced at 7.19pm

PRESENT

Cllr T D Wright (Town Mayor)

Cllr R S Mitchell (Deputy Town Mayor)

Cllr B A Bailey

Cllr R T N Bowen

Cllr S Hall

Cllr A L Jones

Cllr C A Kitson

Cllr C Richards

Cllr Mrs L A Roden

Cllr J A Shiel

Cllr Mrs C A Sismore-Hunt

Clerk to the Council:

Mrs J E Vanstone

Others Present:
PC Simon Evans, one member of the public and one representative of the press.

10.035
Public Speaking Time
No members of the public wished to speak.

10.036
Apologies for Absence

Apologies were received from Cllr Mrs L D Evans (family commitments).
10.037
Declarations of Interests in Items on the Agenda
Cllr Mrs C A Sismore-Hunt declared a personal interest in Min 10.046 – her husband is the Poppy Appeal Organiser and involved with the War Memorial.

10.038
Minutes
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on 26 April 2010 and the Annual Meeting of the Town Council held on 10 May 2010 had been circulated prior to the Meeting.  It was unanimously agreed they be signed as a true record.

10.039
Reports of Committees

The Minutes of the Meetings of the Britain in Bloom Sub-Committee held on 20 January and 28 April 2010 were received and adopted.

10.040
Report of Neighbourhood Beat Manager

The new Neighbourhood Beat Manager, PC Simon Evans, introduced himself and explained he had started working in the town during the previous week.

He then reported that between 23 April and 22 May 2010, 13 crimes had been reported:

· A burglary had occurred at the Scout Hut and related to the theft of extension leads, one of which had been recovered.  He explained that there had been no forensic evidence so it would be difficult to take this any further.

· A burglary had occurred in Westfield Road.  A large amount of jewellery had been taken and enquiries were continuing.  He hoped it was an isolated incident.

· A purse had been stolen but the aggrieved was unsure where the offence had taken place; she believed it was when she was shopping in either Budleigh Salterton or Exeter.  Enquiries were continuing.

· Criminal damage to a motor vehicle in Brook Road.  No suspects or witnesses at this time.

· The remaining reports were non-crime incidents and child/vulnerable person protection incidents and domestics.

He then reported that during the same period 48 police incident logs were raised:

· 12 Anti Social Behaviour

· 6 Admin/non attendance 

· 6 Suspicious circumstances

· 2 Road related

· 4 Domestic

· 2 Alarm

· 2 Sudden death

· 2 Burglary/theft

· 8 Concern for welfare

· 1 Hate crime

· 1 Malicious communication

· 1 Wildlife crime

· 1 Fraud 

He explained that there had been a high number of anti-social behaviour logs reported over the last month, this was because of a birthday party held in the town, which had been advertised on social networking websites.  However, it would seem things were back to normal, with just one call being received over the previous weekend.

He concluded by saying that the new neighbourhood team was in place.  He had taken over from PC Lea and PCSO C Major had returned from maternity leave.  As a result PCSO M Maguire would be leaving Budleigh Salterton and returning to Exmouth to work in the Littleham area.

Cllr Mrs C A Sismore-Hunt asked when the next PACT meeting would be held.  PC Evans explained that he needed to firm up some dates and would contact members when this had been done.

PC Evans then left the meeting.

10.041
Chairman’s Comments

The Town Mayor, Cllr T D Wright, reported:

1.
The Civic Service, held on 16 May, had been well attended.

2.
On 11 June the Youth Club would be officially opened by the Hon Charles Fane Trefusis and all would be welcome to attend.  He also explained that the Youth Club was in need of helpers and if anyone was interested to contact him or Malcolm Florey.

Cllr C A Kitson asked for an update on the search for a new clerical assistant.  Cllr Wright said that 38 applications had been received and he, the Deputy Town Mayor and the Clerk would be interviewing 8 applicants during the forthcoming week.  He would keep Members apprised of progress. 

10.042
Clerk’s Report

Mrs J E Vanstone advised that she had nothing to report.

10.043
Reports of Council Representatives on Other Bodies

There were no reports.

10.044
Reports of County and District Councillors

District Council

Cllr S Hall reported:

1.
The residents of Norman Crescent were a little happier following the repair of the fence at the play area and erection of clear signage.  Residents had reported that youths from Exmouth had been causing some trouble there but they had dispersed quietly.  This would continue to be a PACT issue.

2.
He had learned that there were by-laws pertaining to No Camping at Jubilee Fields and that new signage stating the by-laws would be erected there soon.  This would then enable the police to take action if there were any incidents.

10.045
Cheques for Signature

Payment of cheques for the month of May 2010, in accordance with Appendix A, was approved.

10.046
War Memorial

The revised quotation for the cleaning and renovation of the War Memorial plus the installation of fixing hooks was received and considered.

Resolved:
The quotation should be accepted with all future correspondence being address to the Town Council rather than Mr Sismore-Hunt

10.047
Budleigh Salterton Literary Festival: 24 to 26 September 2010

Consideration was given to a request to use the Beach for various events, and in the case of bad weather, the erection (and use) of a marquee on The Green.

Cllr C A Kitson asked what events would be held on the beach.  The Town Mayor, Cllr T D Wright explained that there would be various poetry readings near the flagpole.

Resolved:

This Council supports the request.

10.048
Accounts 2009/10 

(i)
The Accounts (and Supporting Notes) and Risk Assessment for the Financial Year 1 April 2009 to 31 March 2010, all of which have been the subject of Internal Audit, were received.

 (ii)
It was noted there were no matters that the Internal Auditor wishes to bring to the attention of the Council.

 (iii)
It was agreed that the Annual Governance Statement be completed.

10.049
East Devon District Council: Play and Recreation Facilities

Correspondence from P Jeffs (Corporate Director) relating to play and recreation facilities in the Town was received.  

Resolved:

The Clerk should respond as follows:

1.
Football, tennis, bowls, croquet and golf clubs plus a children’s play area at Knowle Village Hall.

2.
No to both questions.

3.
There was a consultation relating to the provision of the Youth Club.

4.
No.

5.
No, the Town Council does not own any land.

6.
No.

10.050
Correspondence Received

Bicton College: confirmation of Skills Funding Agency acceptance

East Devon District Council: (1) Beach huts (2) Vacancy on Standards Committee (3) The Knowledge issues 47 to 50 (4) Forward Plan 1 June to 30 September 2010

Devon Association of Local Councils: Newsletter May/June

The Clerk: May 2010

Clerks & Councils Direct: May 2010

Making it Local: Details of free workshops

Age Concern survey

TwentyFourSeven: Spring 2010

The Town Mayor, Cllr T D Wright asked the Clerk to write to Bicton College congratulating them on the good news.

Cllr S Hall asked what the outcome had been regarding the Beach Huts.  The Clerk passed him the letter from the District Council.  Cllr A L Jones said that the Town Council should comment on the position of the huts before they are erected next season.  Cllr C Richards said that he had asked the Clerk to diarise this.

The representative of the press left the meeting.

10.051
Any Other Business at the Chairman’s Discretion
1.
Cllr Mrs C A Sismore-Hunt asked if something could be put in The Hub encouraging residents to stand for election to the Town Council next May.

2.
Cllr C Richards advised that he, Cllr J A Shiel and the Clerk would be meeting with representatives from the Britain in Bloom sub–committee to discuss the Committee’s accounts.  He would report on the outcome at a future Town Council meeting.

3.
Cllr S Hall asked the Clerk if she would contact County Cllr Mrs C Channon regarding the position of an additional grit box.

10.052
Dates of Next Meetings

Planning Committee:



14 June 2010 at 7.00pm

Planning Committee:



28 June 2010 at 7.00pm

Town Council:
28 June 2010 on the rising of the Planning Committee

Public Hall Committee:
28 June 2010 on the rising of the Town Council

Finance Committee:
28 June 2010 on the rising of the Public Hall Committee

There being no further business, the Meeting closed at 7.51pm

………………………………………………………

Chairman

………………………………………………………

Date
PAGE  
15

