BUDLEIGH SALTERTON TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Meeting of the Town Council held in the Council Chambers on 22 June 2009 on the rising of the Planning Committee.

Meeting commenced at 7.10pm

PRESENT

Cllr C Richards (Town Mayor)

Cllr T D Wright (Deputy Town Mayor)

Cllr B A Bailey

Cllr R T N Bowen

Cllr Mrs L D Evans 

Cllr S Hall

Cllr C A Kitson

Cllr R S Mitchell

Cllr Mrs L A Roden

Cllr Mrs C A Sismore-Hunt

Clerk:


Mrs J E Vanstone

Others Present:
PC D Lea, County Cllr Mrs C Channon, District Cllr M Florey, three members of the public and one representative of the press

09.083
Apologies for Absence

Apologies were received from Cllr A L Jones (holiday) and Cllr J A Shiel (holiday).

09.084
Declarations of Interests in Items on the Agenda
Cllr Mrs L D Evans declared a personal interest in Min 09.095 although no longer a member of the Budleigh in Bloom Committee, she had purchased the planters.

Cllr Mrs C A Sismore-Hunt declared a personal interest in Min 09.097 - her husband co-ordinates the Poppy Appeal.

09.085
Minutes
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on 18 May 2009 had been circulated prior to the Meeting.  It was unanimously agreed they be signed as a true record.

09.086
Reports of Committees


The Minutes of the following meetings were received and adopted:


(i)
Finance Committee held on 18 May 2009

(ii)
Allotments Committee held on 8 June 2009

(iii)
Public Hall Committee held on 8 June 2009

(iv)
Britain in Bloom Sub Committee held on 21 January 2009

09.087
Report of Neighbourhood Beat Manager

PC D Lea reported that between 18 May and 21 June 2009 fifteen crimes had been recorded.  Four had been no-crimed and one was pending no-crime:

· Two separate incidents of burglary to a dwelling were recorded.  On both occasions the victim was the same elderly female.  The police were now reviewing methods by which the offender could be caught and were also looking at preventative measures in partnership with other agencies.  A suspect was known and targeted.

· A boat had been stolen from the sea front between 4 May and 24 May.  This was a 14ft white Orkney open top coastliner valued at £3000.  He asked if anyone had any information to contact the police quoting KE/09/1431.

· One assault was reported and the suspect was known and enquiries were continuing. 

· One theft was reported and had been filed as undetected.

· On 1 June there was an attempt to pass a counterfeit £20 note.  The note was only printed on one side and they had a 27 year old female suspect who was known.  Enquiries were continuing.

· Overnight between 6 June and 7 June three vehicles were attacked.  The offences were all believed to have happened around midnight.  The offences (scratches down the side of the cars) occurred in Station Road and Clinton Terrace.   KE/09/1588 refers.

· A week later overnight between 13 June and 14 June a similar offence had taken place in Meadow Road (again a Saturday night/Sunday morning incident). KE/09/1669 refers.

· Between 4 June and 15 June, offender/s broke into a beach hut on the sea front stealing some fishing tackle valued at £95.  KE/09/1683 refers.

He advised that during the same period 67 incident logs had been raised:

· Seventeen were road related; there were no serious accidents and some calls had been duplicated especially regarding an accident in Knowle with a cyclist and cows on the road.

· Sixteen were concerns for welfare.

· Thirteen were crime related.

· Eleven were for anti social behaviour.

· Four were intelligence related.

· Two lost/found property.

· Two missing persons reports.

· Two alarms.

PC Lea then reported that two speed checks had been conducted on 10 June – one at West Hill and one at Knowle Village Hall.  Two warnings were given at West Hill and three at Knowle - none of the vehicles had exceeded 40mph.  Warning letters were sent to the drivers as well as being given “roadside advice”.  Most of the vehicles were recorded between 26 and 35 mph.

The first PACT meeting would be held on Thursday evening this week (25 June) and he was grateful for use of the Council Chamber for this meeting.

He and PCSO M Maguire were looking to utilise the CCTV van for weekend use in the Lime Kiln Car Park and other areas known for “boy racers”.  They were also exploring the use of remote alarm systems for beach huts.  He added that this was work in progress for both schemes but something that they were keen to progress.

He had received some good intelligence regarding drug use in the town, along with other information; it was good to obtain this information and they would make best use of it and he thanked the Councillors for their support and cooperation.

PC D Lea left the meeting.

09.088
Chairman’s Comments

The Town Mayor, Cllr C Richards, reported:

1.
Quality Council Status had been approved and once the necessary documentation had been received, he would contact The Journal to arrange the press release etc.

2.
He had attended the recent Awards Ceremony at Bicton College and the Principal had advised some students were willing to help with any projects in the town looking to forge better bonds.

3.
He had attended a ceremony at The Knowle in Sidmouth to celebrate Armed Forces Day.

4.
The case to protect the Council Coat of Arms was now completed and in place.

09.089
Clerk’s Report

Mrs J E Vanstone reported:

1.
The Annual Forum of the East Devon AONB was to be held on 2 July.  The Town Mayor was unable to attend but if any Councillor wished to go to this event, they should contact her.

2.
She had received £40 from South West Water as the company had not dealt with a query in a prompt manner – the query had been in February 2006 and she admitted she could not remember what it was about!

3.
The Foreshore & Footpaths Meeting scheduled for 13 July had been moved to 27 July to give Cllr J A Shiel time to organise the summer Town Walk. 

4.
She thanked everyone who had sponsored her for the Midnight Walk held on 13/14 June – she had raised £113 so far.

09.090
Reports of Council Representatives on Other Bodies

Chamber of Commerce

Cllr R S Mitchell reported that one or two complaints had arisen following the request to remove produce\ advertising from the footways.

The Farmers Market was still thriving although numbers had dropped a little but this was expected to pick up during the summer months.  Consideration had been given to opening the market for an extra hour but the stallholders were not too keen.  A different venue had been discussed but Brook Road Car Park was the only available place the market could be held for the time being.

The Tourist Information Centre was going well with healthy ticket sales.  He advised that although the number of accommodation bookings was down, its finances were in good shape and he had a copy of the accounts if any Councillor wished to see them.

He concluded by advising that the Annual Dinner would be held on 14 November at the East Devon Golf Club.

The Town Mayor, Cllr C Richards, said that the Tourist Information Centre and Chamber of Commerce should be congratulated for turning the business around.

09.091
Reports of County and District Councillors

County Councillor
County Cllr Mrs C Channon reported:

1.
Following the accident at Little Common (West Hill) she would be speaking to the Highways department to organise a permanent speed sign there.  The signs cost between £3500 and £4000 but this was an area where speeding consistently happened.  She advised that she was still pursuing the possibility of installing a bus stop in this location.

2.
Many people were still cycling along the seafront and she had learned of near accidents with people with hearing problems or who were partially sighted.  She would be requesting that “No Cycling” signs be painted on the footway.  

3.
She too had spoken to the Principal of Bicton College at the recent Awards Ceremony regarding students working on town projects. 

4.
She commented on the problem of “A” Boards in the High Street.  This problem had been around for a while and she understood that the complaints had come from the Town Council although she was unaware if these were from the Council, Councillors or complaints received by the office.  During July she intended to discuss the problem with the relevant Highways officer and walk the High Street with him to see if a reasonable solution could be reached.

Cllr R S Mitchell asked if the Police could help with the problem regarding cycling on the seafront as it was, after all, an offence.

County Cllr Mrs Channon advised that the fine was not very big as it was a District Council Byelaw.  The police would need to be in the town at weekends as this was when the main problems seemed to occur.

District Councillors

District Cllr M Florey reported that the Youth Club had been up and running since 23 April 2009 with between ten and eighteen youngsters regularly attending.  The target number was twenty as many more would be difficult to manage.  He was hopeful that more youngsters would attend in the autumn.  The Hall had been improved and the Charity would be taking over the management.  The Management Committee was responsible for running the Youth Club and Cllr T D Wright was part of this group.  He thanked the Town Council for use for the Council Chamber and then advised that he had discussed the possibility of Bicton College students becoming involved in the future which would be a good addition to the students’ CVs.

District Cllr S Hall reported:

1.
The District Council Licensing Committee had recently debated the lack of Town/Parish council involvement in Licensing matters; this was due to the changes in the Licensing Act.  He added that councils can be asked to express their views but cannot be consulted directly.  He wondered if this was something the Town Council would be interested to pursue in the future.

The Town Mayor, Cllr C Richards, asked that this be included on a future Town Council Agenda.

2.
The seasonal street cleaning service ends in September and he asked if Councillors were aware that the contract can be extended.  He felt this was something the town could benefit from and agreed to get some costs for consideration at a future Town Council meeting.

3.
The Overview and Scrutiny Committees had been scrapped and replaced by three small committees covering Communities, Service Delivery/Performance and Economy.  These then reported back to an umbrella Overview/Scrutiny Co-ordinating Committee whose aim was to promote integrated partnership working; this Committee then passes recommendations to the Executive Board.
09.092
Cheques for Signature

Payment of cheques for the month of June 2009 in accordance with Appendix A, was approved.

One member of the public left the meeting.

09.093
Public Hall Committee
The Town Mayor, Cllr C Richards reported that the Town Clerk had contacted Everys to find out how much they would charge to answer the query; Everys had actually answered the query and had not made a charge for the work.  Therefore the ratification of the decision made by the Public Hall Committee instructing the Town Clerk to obtain legal advice regarding the Disability Discrimination Act was no longer required.

The Town Mayor, Cllr C Richards added that the Public Hall Committee should now discuss this problem and get costs etc.

Cllr C A Kitson advised that he would be attending an Open Day organised by the Devon Association of Community Buildings and would try to gain some additional information.  He would report on his findings at the next meeting.

09.094
Seafront Signage 

The increase in signage and positioning thereof was discussed at length and it was agreed that in future the Town Council should make a point of requesting details of the size and position of any new signage.

County Cllr Mrs C Channon and the representative of the press left the Meeting.

09.095
Britain in Bloom: Planters on Public Hall

Consideration was given to making a contribution towards the cost of the replacement planters and it was

Resolved:
As the planters enhance the Public Hall, the Town Council would pay for all the planters.

09.096
Christmas Tree Festival: Methodist Church – 4 to 8 December 2009 
An invitation to take part in the Festival was received and considered.

Resolved:
The Town Council should take part.  Cllr C A Kitson and Cllr Mrs L D Evans agreed to decorate a tree.

09.097
Royal British Legion: 65th Anniversary of the D-Day Landings

Consideration was given to making a donation towards the cost of the wreath.  It was

Resolved:
A donation of £40 will be made.

09.098
PACT Panel
Consideration was given as to which two Councillors should be nominated to serve on the PACT Panel for the time being and it was

Resolved:
Cllr J A Shiel and Cllr Mrs C A Sismore-Hunt would represent the Town Council.  Cllr S Hall would be sitting on the Panel as the Ward Member.

09.099
Correspondence Received


Budleigh Film Society: Hire of equipment


MSC Napoli Update

East Devon Council for Voluntary Service:  (1) Database update request (2) East Devon Forum 30 June 2009 (3) Free admin help? (4) VIVA May 2009


Lions Club: Thank you for supporting Gala Week

East Devon District Council:  (1) Flood recovery update (2) The Knowledge issues 51, 1-3 (3) Forward Plan 1 June – 30 September (4) Sustainable Communities Act 

East Devon AONB Partnership – Executive Summary

Exmouth Children’s Centre:  Summer newsletter

Lenton Photographics:  Exploring the Footpaths in your Parish

Westree Company:  Tree Survey Report

NHS: (1) R D & E Express May (2) Swine Flu Information

DACVS:  Meeting the Funding Challenge

K.J. Thulborn:  Grasscutting contractors

DAPC: (1) Membership & Subscription Renewals (2) Agenda LCSC (3) Minutes LCSC

Village Green: June 2009

The Clerk: May 2009

Senior Council for Devon: Issue 3

09.100
Any Other Business at the Chairman’s Discretion
1.
Cllr Mrs L D Evans reported that she had received complaints about the additional flag which was hampering the free flow of the flag of St George.

Cllr S Hall advised that this could be resolved by a second flagpole which would not require planning permission.  The Clerk agreed to contact East Devon District Council with the request.

2.
Cllr Mrs C A Sismore-Hunt asked whether the Stuart Line Cruises were going to land on the beach.  It was agreed that the Chamber of Commerce should address this question to the company rather than going via the Town Council.

3.
Cllr S Hall had been making enquiries about cleaning up Abbraciami and then using the premises to advertise the upcoming Festivals.

The Clerk agreed to contact the Letting Agent again and perhaps request Police assistance as this tack had worked in the past.

09.101
Dates of Next Meetings

Planning Committee:


13 July 2009 at 7.00pm

Planning Committee:
27 July 2009 at 7.00pm

Town Council:
27 July 2009 on the rising of the Planning Committee

Foreshore & Footpaths
27 July 2009 on the rising of the Town Council

There being no further business, the Meeting closed at 8.03pm







………………………………………………







Chairman







………………………………………………
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