BUDLEIGH SALTERTON TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Meeting of the Town Council held in the Council Chambers on Monday 26 July 2010 on the rising of the Planning Committee.

Meeting commenced at 7.18pm.

PRESENT

Cllr T D Wright (Town Mayor)

Cllr R S Mitchell (Deputy Town Mayor)

Cllr B A Bailey

Cllr Mrs L D Evans

Cllr S Hall

Cllr C A Kitson

Cllr C Richards 

Cllr Mrs L A Roden

Cllr J A Shiel

Cllr Mrs C A Sismore-Hunt

Clerk to the Council:

Mrs J E Vanstone

Others Present:
County Cllr Mrs C Channon, one member of the public and one representative of the press.

10.146
Public Speaking Time
No members of the public wished to speak.

10.147
Apologies for Absence

Apologies were received from Cllr R T N Bowen (Festival commitments), Cllr A L Jones (holiday), District Cllr M Florey and PC S Evans.

10.148
Declarations of Interests in Items on the Agenda

No interests were declared.

10.149
Minutes
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on 28 June 2010 had been circulated prior to the Meeting.  It was unanimously agreed they be signed as a true record.

10.150
Reports of Committees

The Minutes of the following Meetings were received and adopted:

(i)
the Finance Committee held on 28 June 2010

(ii) 
the Public Hall Committee held on 28 June 2010

(iii) 
the Foreshore & Footpaths Committee held on 12 July 2010.

10.151
Report of Neighbourhood Beat Manager

Mrs J E Vanstone reported on behalf of PC S Evans that between 28 June 2010 and 20 July 2010 7 crimes had been reported:

· Affray – on 4 July a male was arrested inside his property after causing a disturbance. The investigation was still continuing.

· Possession of class B drug – on 7 July a male was arrested for an offence in Exeter, a subsequent search of his property in Budleigh Salterton revealed an amount of a suspected illegal drug.

· Assault – on 9 July a male was arrested after allegedly assaulting his partner near Coastguard Road.  Both were visitors to the area. The investigation was continuing. 

· Theft – on 11 July a camcorder was accidentally left behind at a local pub, when the owner realised and returned, they found the camcorder had been taken.

The remaining crimes were non-crimes and vulnerable person protection incidents.

During the same period Police incident logs were raised:

· 12 Concern for welfare

· 4 Administration

· 16 Anti Social Behaviour

· 7 Road related

· 12 Crime related

· 1 Alarm

· 2 Suspicious circumstances

Cllr C Richards added that he had recently learnt that the Police no longer investigated credit card crime and he felt that was a shame.

10.152
Chairman’s Comments

The Town Mayor, Cllr T D Wright reported:

1.
He had attended a recent presentation ceremony at Bicton College and was happy to learn that all involved with the College thought it had a viable future.  Whilst there he had learnt that the College does a lot to help those with learning difficulties prepare for adult life.  He said the College was a great asset to the area and must be supported.

2.
He had attended a ceremony at Bicton Arena when Clinton Devon Estates had been presented with the Queen’s Award for Enterprise for the second time. 

3.
The Youth Club had been running for a year and he was glad to report there was a regular attendance of roughly 20 youngsters.  He said that the Club was still in need of volunteers and asked if anyone was interested.  He added that the Club was a great asset to the community.

10.153
Clerk’s Report

Mrs J E Vanstone reported that she had attended two meetings at the District Council on 16 July 2010.  The first meeting was with the Chief Executive, Mark Williams, and the second with the Chairman, Cllr Graham Liverton.

At the meeting with the Chief Executive she and other Town Clerks had learnt that the StreetScene department was going through a Systems Thinking review and the outcome of that would be learnt later in the year.  They then discussed the planning system for Quality Councils with Nick Wright. 

The meeting with the Chairman was to discuss the possibility of changing the format of the Annual Meeting with Town and Parish Councils.  A number of ideas were discussed which had given the Chairman plenty to think about.  It was mooted that the frequency of the meeting may change to half-yearly or even quarterly.

Cllr S Hall said that this was a good move as previous annual meetings had been very dull.

Cllr C Richards suggested that Town and Parishes be encouraged to send questions/ ideas to the District Council well in advance of any meetings.

Cllr C A Kitson asked the Clerk when the next edition of the Hub was expected.  She said she hoped to prepare one next month.

10.154
Reports of Council Representatives on Other Bodies

Cllr Mrs C A Sismore-Hunt said she had attended a meeting for organisers of Poppy Appeals and had been informed that any money raised from Help for Heroes only helps servicemen who had been injured post 9/11.

10.155
Reports of County and District Councillors

County Cllr C Channon

Cllr Channon reported:-

1.
The potholes on Budleigh Hill would be repaired on 11 August.  This was prior to the Tour of Britain travelling through the area in September.

2.
She had met with PC S Evans and they had agreed the sites for two interactive speed signs along West Hill/ Exmouth Road.  These would be funded out of her locality budget.

3.
Following the recent Traffic Group meeting she had spoken to the crossing supervisor at St Peter’s School about his perception of speeding cars in the Bedlands Lane/Barn Lane area.  He had told her that it was a problem.  She would be asking the local police to patrol the area more frequently once the new school year started and she would also be looking at the Travel to School Plan.

4.
She had heard an article on a local radio station telling listeners that it was alright to put dog waste in normal bins.  It was her understanding that this was classed as chemical waste and therefore should only be put in dog bins.

5.
Following the retirement of Rev Charles it had been agreed that the new incumbent would cover East Budleigh and Otterton parishes as well as Budleigh Salterton.  She would be meeting with the Archdeacon shortly to prepare a job specification and advised it would probably take some time before the appointment was made.

6.
School has appointed Vicky Lewis as acting head whilst Mrs Roberts is off.

She concluded by telling Councillors of the various cutbacks that would have to be made following news from central government.  She thought many people would be looking for jobs.

District Cllr S Hall

Cllr Hall reported:

1.
He was still chasing the new signage for Jubilee Fields which would list the various bye-laws in force which in turn would give the police the power to move the youngsters on.  He was also looking at the possibility of purchasing an “alco-wand” which would assist in detecting alcohol on youngsters’ breath  or concealed in soft drinks bottles.

2.
He had attended a successful meeting with residents of Norman Crescent – this had been called by the police following recent problems at the play area.  He hoped that the situation could now be rectified and he would be meeting with Cllr Graham Brown to discuss what pieces of equipment can be changed.  

3.
He concluded by asking that if any councillor was approached regarding a certain family moving into the town they should refer them to him.

10.156
Cheques for Signature

Payment of cheques for the month of July 2010, in accordance with Appendix A, was approved.

Cllr Mrs C A Sismore-Hunt queried the number of unpresented cheques listed on the bank reconciliation.  The Clerk explained this was due to the timing of the last Town Council meeting.

10.157
Audit of Accounts:  Year Ended 31 March 2010

It was noted that the Audit had been successfully completed and the Town Mayor, Cllr T D Wright thanked the Clerk, Mrs J E Vanstone and the Chairman of the Finance Committee, Cllr C Richards for all their hard work preparing the accounts.

10.158
ICOS Tour:  23 July to 8 August 2010

A request to hang an advertising banner on the eastern elevation of the Public Hall was received and it was 
Resolved:

Approved.
10.159
Otter Valley Association 

A request received from the Association relating to a bid for funding from the ‘Making It Local’ programme for information leaflets was received and it was

Resolved:

The Clerk should write supporting the bid.

10.160
High Street

Correspondence received from the Lions Club of Budleigh Salterton and Budleigh Salterton Literary Festival relating to the erection of bunting in the High Street was received and considered.  After much discussion it was

Resolved:

The Council cannot support the idea.

10.161
Firework Display: Jubilee Fields – 6 November 2010

A request to hold a fireworks display at Jubilee Fields was received and it was 

Resolved:

Approved.
10.162
Heraldic Plaques

A quotation for the supply of Town Council plaques was received and considered. It was 

Resolved:
The Clerk should order ten plaques and ask that the manufacturers keep any relevant artwork.

10.163
Traffic Group

The following suggestions raised at a recent Traffic Group meeting were discussed and approved in principle:

(i)
The purchase and erection of a “Free Car Park” sign for the Upper Station Road Car Park.

The Clerk explained that the proposal was to add a “free” sign underneath the existing “P” on the entrance to the car park.

Resolved:

Approved.
(ii)
The possible development of a Motorbike parking area in Rolle Road.

Cllr J A Shiel explained that at present motorbikes park on the path above Steamer Steps and this was causing damage to the fabric of the path.  The proposal was to make a bike parking area which could take between 12 and 20 motorbikes.  The only problem was the funding of the project as Traffic Orders etc would be needed and the County Council would probably not be able to fund this at the present time.  He said that the Town Council would only be asked to make a contribution after the project had been fully costed.

Resolved:
The footway comes under Devon County Council jurisdiction and the Clerk was asked to write to the County Council Highways Department asking that the department deals with the problem.  The project would be left on the table until a response was received.

10.164
Jubilee Benches

A discussion took place as to whether the District Council should be asked that the three Jubilee benches located outside the Public Hall and at the end of The Green be repaired to a higher standard than previously.

Resolved:
The Clerk should write to East Devon District Council asking that the benches be repaired properly.
10.165
Public Hall

(i)
A quotation to redecorate the Council Chamber was received and considered.

Resolved:

Approved.
(ii)
It was agreed that the small (2’ x 2’) tables be replaced at a cost of approximately £800.

10.166
Request for Grant Aid

A request from Budleigh Salterton Ladies Choir was received and considered.  It was

Resolved:

A grant of £100 should be made.

10.167
Jurassic Coast
The possibility of having an Interpretation Centre in the town was discussed.  Cllr S Hall spoke about the Jurassic Coast Quality Business Scheme.   He said that the Scheme helped shop owners, hoteliers, etc promote the Coast and encourages employers to learn more about the World Heritage Site.

He then explained that World Heritage Site status had been granted in 2001 and was a great marketing tool. Exmouth and Seaton would be getting purpose-built Interpretation Centres and the Chamber of Commerce felt Budleigh Salterton must not be overlooked as it is in one of the oldest parts of the Jurassic Coast.  The proposal was to set up a Centre in an existing premises, probably Fairlynch Museum which already had many exhibits relating to the Coast.  Any funding would help pay staff enabling a Centre to be open 8 hours day throughout the year.  Cllr Hall said that the Town Council would not be asked to give any financial support at this time.

It was 

Resolved:
This Council would support any application for funding for such a Centre in the Town.
10.168
Correspondence Received

Budleigh Salterton Cricket Club: copy correspondence re: outfall pipe

East Devon District Council (1) The Knowledge Issues 5 to 8 (2) Forward Plan 1 August to 30 November 2010

DevonTalk:  Summer 2010

Everyone’s Tomorrow:  July 2010

Viva: July 2010

Making Progress: Summer 2010

Devon Association of Local Councils Newsletter: Jul/Aug 2010

Being a Good Employer: information booklet

The Clerk:  May 2010 and July 2010

Clerks & Councils Direct: July 2010

Countryside Matters:  Clinton Devon Estates’ Annual Review

10.169
Any Other Business at the Chairman’s Discretion
No other business was raised.

10.170
Dates of Next Meetings

Planning Committee:



16 August 2010 at 7.00pm

Town Council:
16 August 2010 on the rising of the Planning Committee

Planning Committee:



13 September 2010 at 7.00pm

Allotments Committee:
13 September 2010 on the rising of the Planning Committee 

Planning Committee:



27 September 2010 at 7.00pm

Town Council:
27 September 2010 on the rising of the Planning Committee

There being no further business, the Meeting closed at 8.20pm.







………………………………………………







Chairman







………………………………………………
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