BUDLEIGH SALTERTON TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Meeting of the Town Council held in the Council Chambers on 28 September 2009 on the rising of the Planning Committee.

Meeting commenced at 7.02pm.

PRESENT

Cllr C Richards (Town Mayor)

Cllr T D Wright (Deputy Town Mayor)

Cllr B A Bailey 

Cllr R T N Bowen

Cllr Mrs L D Evans 

Cllr S Hall

Cllr A L Jones

Cllr C A Kitson

Cllr R S Mitchell

Cllr Mrs L A Roden

Cllr Mrs C A Sismore-Hunt

Clerk to the Council:

Mrs J E Vanstone

Others Present:
PCSO M Maguire, District Cllr M Florey, three members of the public and one representative of the press.

09.164
Apologies for Absence

Apologies were received from Cllr J A Shiel (family commitments), County Cllr Mrs C Channon and PC D Lea.

09.165
Declarations of Interests in Items on the Agenda
Cllr Mrs L D Evans declared a personal interest in Min 09.184 - although no longer a member of the Britain in Bloom Committee, she had purchased the planters and maintains them.

Cllr Mrs C A Sismore-Hunt declared a personal interest in Min 09.181 - her husband co-ordinates the Poppy Appeal.

09.166
Minutes
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on 27 July 2009 had been circulated prior to the Meeting.  It was unanimously agreed they be signed as a true record.

09.167
Report of Committee

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Britain in Bloom Sub Committee held on 17 June 2009 were received and adopted.

09.168
Report of Neighbourhood Beat Manager

In the absence of PC D Lea, PCSO M Maguire reported that between 27 July and 28 September thirty-six crimes had been reported.  Twelve were no-crimed:

· Eight burglaries had occurred during this period. The residential burglaries were located in Copp Hill Lane and Westfield Terrace. In addition a High St establishment, St Peter’s School and the Croquet Club had been burgled during this period.

· Seven instances of criminal damage occurred notably both East and West end ice cream kiosks plus the Longboat Café had been targeted.  Several boats had been tampered with, one pushed into the wash.  A memorial bench was also damaged at the top of Steamer Steps but this was being successfully dealt with via Restorative Justice.

He advised that during the same period 99 incident logs had been raised:

· Fifteen miscellaneous ranging from a dead deer to individuals trying to access Private WiFi Broadband connection.

· Six road related from minor road traffic collisions to vehicle obstructions.

· Thirteen non-attendance.  All the above logs were dealt with via Police HQ.

· Fourteen anti-social behaviour.

· Twenty-one crime.

· Seven alarm activations.

· Fifteen concern for welfare.

· Four missing persons.

· Two intelligence/information gathering.

· Two nuisance communications.

PCSO Maguire then advised that the autumn programme of speed checks would be starting in earnest and they were also in the final stages of completing the paperwork to rollout the Community Speed Watch initiative.

He also advised during this period he had given a progress report regarding Budleigh Salterton PACT to the members of the Chamber of Commerce.  The three PACT priorities were now:

· Dog Fouling – Greenway Lane / St Peter’s School.

· A “priority Give Way” sign in the High St.
· Cycling on the seafront.

Cllr S Hall asked how the police had found out about individuals attempting to access WiFi connections.  PCSO Maguire explained that a group of students with laptops had been loitering outside particular premises in the High Street and suspicions had been raised.  PCSO had spoken to the students who then moved on.

Cllr A L Jones asked what could be done about the proliferation of camper vans that seemed to be staying overnight in the town.  PCSO Maguire explained that if the vehicles were taxed and insured there was very little the police could do unless they were causing an obstruction and any parking violations had to be dealt with by the Civil Parking Enforcement officers.

PCSO Maguire then left the meeting.
09.169
Chairman’s Comments

The Town Mayor, Cllr C Richards, started his report by congratulating the Budleigh In Bloom committee for the amazingly good effort in attaining Gold for the third year running.  In addition to this they must be commended for attaining the award of best coastal town in the region.

1.
He advised that he had attended the HE Awards at Bicton College and the Principal, David Henley, had mentioned that the College was still keen to forge closer ties with the town; there was already some involvement with the Youth Club and Budleigh In Bloom but if there were any other areas/groups that needed help to let him know and he would contact Mr Henley.

2.
The next Town Council surgery would be held on Saturday 3 October in the Public Hall between 10am and noon.

3.
He wondered if Councillors were interested in attending a Christmas dinner similar to that organised by Cllr C A Kitson in 2008.  He asked Councillors to advise Mrs Vanstone of their interest and he would make the necessary arrangements.

4.
He concluded by advising that much was still going on regarding the Longboat Café development.  A number of official letters had been sent to East Devon District Council relating to the chairmanship of the meeting and the Town Council had sent a letter as well; he was awaiting a response and when this arrived a suitable press release would be made.

09.170
Clerk’s Report

Mrs J E Vanstone had no report to make.

09.171
Reports of Council Representatives on Other Bodies

Chamber of Commerce

Cllr R S Mitchell had attended a recent meeting:

1.
PCSO Maguire had reported on the PACT points; there were still concerns about cycling on the seafront. 

2.
County Cllr Mrs C Channon had reported on ‘A’ signs on the pavements in the town; there had been problems and she was trying to sort things about.

3.
The Farmers’ Market was getting on OK.

4.
The Tourist Information Centre was on a good footing now and its finances were looking better which was good news compared to three or four years ago when it was in dire straits. 

5.
The Late Night Shopping event will take place on 4 December.

PACT Meeting

Cllr Mrs C A Sismore-Hunt reported on the recent meeting.

1.
Dog fouling was the main problem that the group needed to address, the main area being Greenway Lane.

2.
Camping on Jubilee Field was not such a high priority now the weather was getting cooler.

3.
Cycling on the seafront was also not too much of a problem at the moment but the group would look at this again before the Spring.  She added that PC Lea was working on this as well.

The Town Mayor, Cllr C Richards, asked if the group was planning anything regarding cycling on the seafront in readiness for the summer.  Cllr Mrs Sismore-Hunt advised that the group hoped to have something in place before then.

Cllr B A Bailey asked if the group had considered creating a cycle path on the seafront.  Cllr Mrs Sismore-Hunt advised this idea had already been discussed.  The problem was that the District Council owns one section and the County Council another section and getting both authorities to agree on something was proving difficult.

09.172
Reports of County and District Councillors

County Councillor

The Clerk, Mrs J E Vanstone, read County Cllr Mrs C Channon’s report:

1.
Highways had carried out some road repairs in Granary Lane and had not replaced the double yellow lines.  Consequently on good weekends cars were parking everywhere causing a hazard.  She had reported this to Highways and was awaiting action.  Mrs Vanstone added that she too had reported this to Highways and had been advised that there had been a problem and Highways were waiting for the contractors to come back and rectify this.  Once this had been done the lining would be carried out.

2.
She was still getting complaints about cycling on the seafront.

3.
Some drivers were making a habit of parking over the footpath, and covering the double yellow lines, in front of the church gates.  There had been times when the hearse was unable to enter the churchyard.  She had requested a bollard be placed on the edge of the pavement, two feet along from the corner.

District Councillor

Dist Cllr M Florey reported:

1.
The Farmers’ Market was getting better.  Markets do ebb and flow a little reflecting the economic climate but Robert Higgs was working hard to attract new traders.  Some signage had gone missing and the Clerk advised Cllr Florey that a Highways officer had removed some as his understanding was the signs were to be put out on the day of the market and not for the entire week.  Cllr Florey would investigate this.

2.
East Budleigh Community Shop had just celebrated its first year of trading.

3.
The Youth Club project team had concluded its activities and the Trustees had formally taken over the running of the Venture Hall.  The Deputy Town Mayor, Cllr T D Wright, was playing a big role in the club.  Things were moving forward slowly but surely.  He reiterated the Town Mayor’s comments about Bicton College and any involvement should be encouraged.

Dist Cllr S Hall reported:

1.
With regard to the issue of dog bins in the town, he would be meeting with a District Council officer to discuss the relocation of a dog bin from Little Common to Bedlands Lane.  He would also be discussing the re-alignment of the fence by the Iron Bridge in Upper Stoneborough Lane – he had understood this was to be moved nearer the road so walkers would be protected when walking from the bridge down onto the railway line.

2.
The District Council Rural Champion, Cllr P Skinner, was working towards a standard format for all parish/town council email addresses.  Cllr Hall was pleased to advise that the Town Council’s email address was already using this format.

09.173
Cheques for Signature

Payment of cheques for the months of August and September 2009, in accordance with Appendix A, was approved.

09.174
Car Park Review
Correspondence from East Devon District Council was received and considered.  The Clerk advised that the District Council was willing to operate free parking (from 4.00pm onwards) for any late night Christmas shopping events the town may arrange; only Rolle Mews and Lower Station Road Car Parks would be covered by this arrangement. 

Resolved:
The Clerk would advise the District Council of the town’s Late Night Christmas shopping event.  She should also request a change in ticket machines to those similar to the ones in Sidmouth; these enable drivers to purchase by the hour or by the pound (helpful if no change is to hand).

09.175
Council Meeting Dates

The Town Council’s policy of holding no meetings during the month of August was reviewed and it was 

Resolved:
Additional Town Council and Planning meetings would be scheduled for the third Monday in August each year.  It was agreed that the Clerk would liaise with the Town Mayor and the Deputy Town Mayor ten days beforehand to ascertain if the meetings were required.

09.176
Audit of Accounts: Year Ended 31 March 2009
It was noted that the Audit had been successfully completed.

09.177
Quality Council Status: Planning Responses

Correspondence from Mrs K A Little, Head of Planning and Countryside Services at East Devon District Council was received and considered.  The Deputy Town Mayor, Cllr T D Wright, reported that he had attended the Annual General Meeting of the Devon Association of Parish Councils and this subject had been discussed.  His report is held on file.

Resolved:
The Town Council does not wish to take on the responsibility of Advertisement and Tree decisions at this time due to the District Council’s change of heart regarding appeals. 

The representative of the press left the meeting.

09.178
Utilities

It was noted that Direct Debit mandates had been signed by the Town Mayor and Deputy Town Mayor for Scottish Power and British Gas.

09.179
Pebblebed Heaths:  A Consultation on Future Management

The Consultation Document was received and considered.  It was

Resolved:

No response is necessary.

09.180
Gambling Act 2005: Statement of Licensing Principles – Statutory Consultation

The Consultation Document was received and considered.  It was

Resolved:

No response is necessary.

09.181
War Memorial

An estimate for cleaning of War Memorial was received and it was

Resolved:
The cleaning should not be carried out until the ownership of the Memorial has been determined.  The Clerk will contact Clinton Devon Estates, the War Memorials Trust and Mr K Curran for assistance.

09.182
Public Works Loan Board

Consideration was given to making a premature repayment of the loan.  The Chairman of the Finance Committee, Cllr C Richards, explained that there would be a premium to pay if the loan was paid off early but this outweighed the loss of bank interest.  It was 

Resolved:
The Clerk should make the necessary arrangements as soon as possible.
Cllr S Hall thanked Cllr Richards for his excellent stewardship which had made this early repayment possible.

09.183
DAPC:
 Casual Vacancy on the County Committee

Consideration was given as to which Councillor should be nominated to serve on this Committee and it was

Resolved:
Cllr J A Shiel’s name would be put forward as this Council’s nomination.

09.184
Public Hall Planters

Consideration was given to making a contribution of £30 towards the cost of plants and it was

Resolved:

Agreed.

09.185
Correspondence Received


Letter – Bollard at Armytage Road


NHS – (1) Swine Flu Information (2) RD & Express August


Letter to Mr R Penhallurick from the Clerk – Budleigh Salterton Junior Football Club


Letter – Replacement sign at Raleigh Wall

Dorset & East Devon Coast World Heritage Site Management Plan consultation: Results

Dorset and East Devon Waterborne Transport Scoping Study: Consultation

East Devon District Council: (1) Forward Plan 1 September – 31 December & 1 October – 31 January 2010 (2) Devon Home Choice (3) The Knowledge issues 10-18 (4) Seafront Shelters reply letter of 5 August 2009 (5) Caution notice: Blue Bottle or Portuguese Man o’ War in Lyme Bay (6) Quality Council Congratulations letter Kate Little and Mark Williams (7) Licensing News Summer 2009 (8) Feedback from Service Transformation Meeting

Devon County Council: (1) Devon Car Free Day (2) Temporary Prohibition of Through Traffic: Victoria Place, East Terrace and Chapel Hill (3) Newsletter No.6

Budleigh Film Society: Film Programme 2009-10

Vitalise : Grant Aid Scheme 2010-2011

Environment Agency: Emergency Planning Event

Viva: August 2009

Kiely Bros: Micro-Asphalt Surface Treatment

Clerk & Councils Direct: September 2009

Heritage Open Days

Devon Countryside Access Forum: Annual Report 2008/9

DAPC: (1) Newsletter Sept/Oct 09 (2) Subscriptions 2010/2011

Devon Rural Network: Profile

Village Green: September 2009

Community Council of Devon: 2008-09

The Clerk: July 2009 & September 2009

Fitzpatrick Woolmer: Creative brochure

Fairlynch: Newsletter Autumn 2009

EDP Drug & Alcohol Services: Request for new Trustees


Devon Army Cadet Force: Newsletter

Devon & Somerset Fire & Rescue Service: Home Alone Campaign

Gilbert Stephens Solicitors: Licensing Work

09.186
Any Other Business at the Chairman’s Discretion
1.
Cllr B A Bailey thought the comments relating to the Longboat Café made by the Jurassic Coast Team and English Heritage were not helpful and further comments should be sent to the District Council.  The Town Mayor, Cllr C Richards, advised that any more comments would not overturn the decision and the Council should await Mrs Little’s response.

2.
Cllr A L Jones said he was not happy with PCSO Maguire’s response regarding camper vans and he wondered whether the Town Council could make a byelaw prohibiting them.  The Town Mayor said it would be OK to have a byelaw but how could the Council enforce it?

Cllr Jones also wondered if the Clerk could write to Everys requesting the wall outside the offices be repaired.

3.
Cllr Mrs L D Evans said the pavement outside the Public Hall was a disgrace and felt it needed resurfacing.  She had asked County Cllr Mrs C Channon to find out if it had been adopted.  Cllr Mrs Evans also wondered if a new bus shelter could be purchased.

4.
Cllr Mrs C A Sismore-Hunt advised that the Chamber of Commerce would be holding a dinner dance at the East Devon Golf Club on Saturday 14 November.  Tickets would cost £25. 

5.
Cllr C A Kitson asked if the Lease for the Age Concern premises had been signed yet.  The Clerk advised it had not.

6.
Cllr R T N Bowen advised that following this year’s successful Music, Jazz and Literary Festivals, next year a Science Festival would be held on 5 and 6 February at which the Weather and Global Warming would be topics.  He  hoped to attract top quality speakers.  He then informed Members of next year’s Festival dates: Jazz 23 to 25 April; Music 23 to 31 July; Literary 22 to 24 September.  Cllr Mrs C A Sismore-Hunt added that the Literary Festival had been superb.  Cllr S Hall advised all the Festivals had brought additional custom to the town’s traders.

09.187
Dates of Next Meetings

Planning Committee:


12 October 2009 at 7.00pm

Public Hall Committee:
12 October 2009 on the rising of the Planning Committee

Planning Committee:
26 October 2009 at 7.00pm

Town Council:
26 October 2009 on the rising of the Planning Committee

09.188
The Deputy Town Mayor, Cllr T D Wright, moved and it was

Resolved:
under Section 100(a)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public and press be excluded from the Meeting as exempt information was likely to be discussed.

PART B

09.189
Staffing:  Salaries
(i)
Consideration was given to increasing the Clerical Assistant’s salary with effect from 1 April 2010.

Resolved:
The hourly rate should be increased, as suggested by the Chairman of the Finance Committee, and full details are held in the Confidential Minutes.

(ii)
Consideration was given to increasing the Caretaker’s salary with effect from 1 December 2009.

Resolved:
The hourly rate should be increased, as suggested by the Chairman of the Finance Committee, and full details are held in the Confidential Minutes.

There being no further business, the Meeting closed at 8.23pm







………………………………………………







Chairman







………………………………………………
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