BUDLEIGH SALTERTON TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Meeting of the Town Council held in the Council Chambers on 26 October 2009 on the rising of the Planning Committee.  

Meeting commenced at 7.09pm.

PRESENT

Cllr C Richards (Town Mayor)

Cllr T D Wright (Deputy Town Mayor)

Cllr B A Bailey

Cllr R T N Bowen

Cllr Mrs L D Evans

Cllr S Hall

Cllr A L Jones

Cllr C A Kitson

Cllr R S Mitchell

Cllr Mrs L A Roden

Clerk to the Council:

Mrs J E Vanstone

Others Present:
PC D Lea, two members of the public and one representative of the press.

09.229
Apologies for Absence

Cllr J A Shiel (unwell), Cllr Mrs C A Sismore-Hunt (Poppy Appeal meeting), County Cllr Mrs C Channon and District Cllr M Florey

09.230
Declarations of Interests in Items on the Agenda

No interests were declared.

09.231
Minutes
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on 28 September 2009 had been circulated prior to the Meeting.  It was unanimously agreed they be signed as a true record.

09.232
Reports of Committees

The Minutes of the following Meetings were received and adopted:

(i)
Foreshore & Footpaths Committee held on 27 July 2009

(ii)
Allotments Committee held on 28 September 2009

(iii)
Public Hall Committee held on 12 October 2009

09.233
Report of Neighbourhood Beat Manager

PC D Lea reported that between 28 September and 25 October nine crimes had been reported.  Five were no-crimed:

· A theft of a pedal cycle occurred between 10 and 11 October.  This happened at the rear of Fore St behind the tea rooms were the cycle was left under an outdoor staircase.

· A complaint of false representation of a cheque had been received relating to the purchase of a car.  A 60year old man from Budleigh Salterton had been reported for suspected offences.

· An attempted burglary at Upper West Terrace occurred between 8 and 9 October.  The attempt caused £750 damage to a window frame, no entry was gained.

· A burglary had been recorded at Moormead.  The offence took place on 23 October.  Entry was gained to a cupboard in the communal hallway of 4 premises.  Nothing was stolen.

He then advised during the same period 44 incident logs had been recorded:

· Nine anti-social behaviour (ASB)

· Six domestic

· Two crime

· One wildlife

· Ten concern for welfare

· Three administration

· Seven information/intelligence

· Six road related

PC Lea reported prior to his holiday break there had been some talk of an Exmouth resident moving to Budleigh Salterton.  One local resident was so incensed by this that he had posted flyers in the area of the proposed move, completely over exaggerating the issue and criticising the local police and their capacity to cope with the impending situation.  PC Lea explained that he and PCSO Malcolm Maguire had been working on this issue for some time for the good of both the residents of Budleigh Salterton and the tenant in Exmouth.  The issue had been resolved and the tenant in question will not be moving to this area.  He asked if anyone had any questions relating to officers’ capability of dealing with policing issues they should speak to PC Lea or his colleagues before taking independent action which could jeopardise the hard work that goes on behind the scenes. 

He then reported, on a similar vein, a number of anti social behaviour complaints had been received regarding one resident in High Street.  He had recently served the resident what is called a “first letter” in the escalation process which could lead to an ASBO.  He was also in contact with the owner of the property who had informed him the tenant would be facing eviction by bailiffs.  (At the time of the meeting PC Lea did not know whether the eviction had been actioned.)  He advised that in both cases multi-agency processes and negotiations take time.  He wished to assure Councillors that both he and PCSO Maguire were continually striving to preserve a calm, peaceful and well mannered Town.

He reported he had received two complaints of youths feigning a fight in Meadow Road and Norman Crescent after which one of the youths would lie down in the road pretending to be injured.  When a driver stopped to help, the youth would get up and run off.  This brought up a number of concerns; firstly, the youth may not be seen and could be run over; secondly, a driver may call 999 thus diverting vital resources; thirdly, a driver may not be willing to help in the future.

The Deputy Town Mayor, Cllr T D Wright, advised that at a recent Council Surgery, he had received a complaint about drug use in the town.  A resident had reported this to PC Lea but was disappointed by lack of feedback.  Cllr Wright passed on the resident’s details to PC Lea.

PC D Lea left the meeting and one member of the public joined the meeting.

09.234
Chairman’s Comments

The Town Mayor, Cllr C Richards reported:

1.
The next Council Surgery would be held on 2 December.  The last surgery had been better than previous surgeries as some residents had actually attended!  The next surgery would be held in the evening from 6pm to 7.30pm.

2.
He had asked the Clerk to arrange for the gardener who cuts the grass at the allotments to weed around the Public Hall.  He felt this needed constant attention and if left could detract from the Hall’s appearance and the main entrance to the town.

3.
Cllr C A Kitson had very kindly organised the Christmas dinner.  This was to be held on 9 December at the Dog and Donkey and he hoped as many Councillors as possible would attend.  He asked that menu choices be returned to the office by 2 November.

4.
He had been thinking about the election of the Deputy Town Mayor and had had an idea which removed the pre-nomination process.  His idea would be included on the next Town Council agenda so it may be discussed fully.

09.235
Clerk’s Report

Mrs J E Vanstone reported:

1.
She had received notification that the loan to the Public Works Loan Board had been repaid in full. 

2.
She had received notification that the rateable value of the Public Hall had decreased and this would come into effect on 1 April 2010. 

3.
She had mentioned during the recent Public Hall Committee meeting that there was an outstanding debt.  She had done all she could to get the payment but the debtor had disappeared and she would have to write this sum off.  The Town Mayor added that the debtor owed much larger sums to other creditors and the Council’s debt was quite small in comparison.

09.236
Reports of Council Representatives on Other Bodies

DAPC Larger Councils Sub-Committee

Cllr A L Jones reported he had attended a recent meeting at which two interesting items had been raised.  Firstly, Barnstaple Town Council had agreed to give each Councillor £250 with which to make a grant to organisations within the town.  Barnstaple Town Council was also considering employing a lengthsman who would be carrying out District Council and County Council tasks.  If successful the Town Council may hire the lengthsman to other councils.

He then advised that the Committee had learned of the Devon Environmental Business Initiative and passed details to the Clerk.

Budleigh Salterton Nursing Association
Cllr R S Mitchell advised that the Association was always looking for worthy recipients of aid and asked if any Councillor knew of a resident who may benefit from assistance to contact him.  He was pleased to report that one or two residents had been helped recently.

09.237
Reports of County and District Councillors

County Councillor

The Town Mayor, Cllr C Richards, gave County Cllr Mrs C Channon’s report:

1.
The double yellow lines at the southern end of Granary Lane had finally been painted.

2.
She was still chasing the possibility of installing a bollard outside the church to stop drivers parking on the pavement. 

District Councillor
Cllr S Hall reported:

1.
Following a recent PACT meeting the dog bin at Little Common had been moved to the corner of Bedlands Lane.

2.
The fencing by the Iron Bridge in Upper Stoneborough Lane had been re-sited to provide a route so walkers may safely reach the railway line walk.

3.
He was pleased to advise that seventeen council houses had been commissioned for the district. 

09.238
Surgery Feedback


The Deputy Town Mayor, Cllr T D Wright, reported:

1.
He had had a lengthy discussion regarding the lack of police response and the relevant comments had been passed on to PC D Lea.  This may be something for the PACT team to consider in the future.

2.
Complaints had been received about the hedges of council properties in the Bedlands Lane area.  Some were quite overgrown with brambles which were causing a problem when walking past them.

3.
Comments had been received about the tree planting a Elvestone; this was something the Town Council was well aware of and kept an eye on.

4.
Many comments had been received about the Longboat café development.

Cllr C A Kitson advised he had received a request for a resident permit holder parking in Station Road.  The problems in Station Road had been exacerbated with the start of demolition work at 3/5 Westfield Road.  He had passed this request on to the Traffic Group.

09.239
Cheques for Signature

Payment of cheques for the month of October 2009, in accordance with Appendix A, was approved.

09.240
Longboat Café


Discussion took place as to what action the Council should take next, including the possibility of producing a questionnaire in The Journal and it was agreed that the time was right to use the local newspaper to advise residents what this Council was doing.  The Town Mayor, Cllr C Richards had prepared an open letter to East Devon District Council (EDDC) and a statement and it was unanimously agreed they should be sent to the Budleigh Journal.  Copies of both documents were held on file.

09.241
Quality Council Status: Planning Decisions

The Clerk advised at the Meeting of the EDDC Development Management Committee held on 20 October, agreement had been given to setting up a Working Party to further discuss this issue.  Mr S Belli, EDDC Development Manager would send an invitation to this Council once the remit of the Working Party had been agreed by the Chief Executive.

09.242
Affordable Housing

Cllr R T N Bowen stated that the town was in much need of affordable housing and he felt the Town Council should consider approaching local landowners to ascertain if they would be prepared to get involved.  It was 

Resolved:
The Clerk should contact local landowners and put the idea to them. 

09.243
Poppy Appeal 2009

An appropriate donation for the wreath was considered and it was

Resolved:

A donation of £125 should be made.

09.244
Requests for Grant Aid

(i)
A request from Inaheartbeat was received and considered.


Resolved:
No donation would be made at this time.

(ii)
A request from Victim Support was received and considered.

Resolved:
A donation of £200 would be made once the support worker for Budleigh Salterton had been appointed.

09.245
Meeting Dates

The suggested meeting dates were received and noted.

09.246
Office Opening Hours:  Christmas/New Year

It was agreed that the office will close at 1.00pm on Wednesday 23 December 2009 and re-open at 10.00am on Monday 4 January 2010.

09.247
Public Hall:  Hire Charges

The recommendations of the Public Hall Committee, detailed in Appendices B and C, were agreed.

09.248
Correspondence Received

East Devon District Council: (1) The Knowledge Issues 19-22 (2) Forward Plan 1 November 2009 – 28 February 2010


NALC: 2009/10 National Final Salary Award


DAPC: (1) AGM Main Points 2009 (2) Larger Councils Sub Committee Agenda


Notice-It Ltd: Cabinet Makers


Otter Valley Association: October 2009


Senior Council for Devon: Issue No.4


South West Lifelong Learning Network: Issue 10


The Playing Field: Autumn 2009


Devon County Council: SW Love Food Hate Waste campaign


South West Event Hire


Healthmatic: Smarter Public Conveniences 

09.249
Any Other Business at the Chairman’s Discretion
Cllr C A Kitson reminded Councillors to hand in their Christmas meal choices by Monday 2 November.

Cllr S Hall advised that he would not be able to come to the Christmas meal as it clashed with a full meeting of the District Council. 

Cllr Mrs L D Evans asked the Clerk if she had been able to ascertain the ownership of the pavement outside the Public Hall.  The Clerk advised that she had not yet done so.

Cllr Mrs L A Roden asked if the Clerk could write to Rev Charles following the recent Hospital service; she thought there had been a good turn out.

09.250
Dates of Next Meetings

Planning Committee:


9 November 2009 at 7.00pm

Finance Committee:
9 November 2009 on the rising of the Planning Committee

Planning Committee:
23 November 2009 at 7.00pm

Town Council:
23 November 2009 on the rising of the Planning Committee

There being no further business, the Meeting closed at 8.11pm







………………………………………………







Chairman







………………………………………………
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