BUDLEIGH SALTERTON TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Meeting of the Town Council held in the Council Chambers on 23 November 2009 on the rising of the Planning Committee.

Meeting commenced at 7.04pm

PRESENT

Cllr C Richards (Town Mayor)

Cllr T D Wright (Deputy Town Mayor)

Cllr R T N Bowen

Cllr Mrs L D Evans

Cllr S Hall

Cllr A L Jones

Cllr C A Kitson 

Cllr R S Mitchell

Cllr J A Shiel

Cllr Mrs C A Sismore-Hunt

Clerk to the Council:

Mrs J E Vanstone

Others Present:
PC D Lea and three members of the public

09.269
Apologies for Absence

Cllr B A Bailey (working), Cllr Mrs L A Roden (unwell), County Cllr Mrs C Channon and District Cllr M Florey.

09.270
Declarations of Interests in Items on the Agenda
Cllr Mrs C A Sismore-Hunt declared a personal interest in Min 09.280 – she is involved with the War Memorial and her husband co-ordinates the town’s Poppy Appeal.  She took no part in the discussion and did not vote. 

09.271
Minutes
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on 26 October 2009 had been circulated prior to the Meeting.  It was unanimously agreed they be signed as a true record.

09.272
Reports of Committees
The Minutes of the following Meetings were received and adopted: 

(i)
Finance Committee held on 9 November 2009

(ii)
Traffic Group held on 22 July 2009

09.273
Report of Neighbourhood Beat Manager

PC D Lea reported that between 26 October and 22 November nine crimes had been recorded, five of which were non-crime domestic incidents:

· An assault had taken place on 28 October.  The suspect was known and local; enquiries were continuing.

· On 4 November, a parcel had been delivered to an address near the seafront. The package was left on the doorstep and was opened and some property stolen.

· A theft was recorded on 14 November when a Postman Pat collection box was taken from outside a store in the High Street.  It transpired that the charity concerned had picked up the box, notified staff but not the management who had in turn informed the police that it had been stolen.  He will be returned in due course and PC Lea advised that he would “no crime” this abduction.

· On 19 November a walk-in burglary was reported in Moorhaven.  The victim habitually leaves the front door open and a wallet and mobile phone were stolen.  The phone had since been recovered and PCSO Maguire was working with the victim to ensure a more secure dwelling.  The wallet and a small amount of cash were still outstanding.

He then advised during the same period 43 incident logs had been recorded:

· 10 concerns for welfare

· 9 administration

· 7 anti social behaviour

· 5 road related

· 4 domestic

· 4 crime

· 3 weather related

· 1 lost/found property

PC Lea reported on 20 November he and PCSO Maguire had carried out speed checks at Station Road, near Norman Crescent and at West Hill Road:
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1 – that driver was given a verbal warning for excess speed.

He then reported that following his report at the previous Council meeting, the tenant living in the High Street (over the Indian Restaurant) had now left and he believed that on Sunday 8 November he had set off for Yeovil.

He advised that Budleigh Salterton police station would be open between 10.00am & midday on 3 December and 14 December.

He concluded by thanking all those involved in the Remembrance Day events, both on Sunday 8 November and Wednesday 11 November.

PC Lea left the meeting.

09.274
Chairman’s Comments

The Town Mayor, Cllr C Richards, said he thought that the Remembrance Sunday service and collection had been very well organised and he passed on this thanks to the Royal British Legion.

Cllr Mrs C A Sismore-Hunt added that all but three of the wreaths had been lost during the recent storms.  These would be replaced with small crosses.

Cllr Richards then reminded members that the Christmas meal was being held on 9 December and that mince pies would be served after the next Town Council meeting to be held on 14 December.

Cllr C A Kitson asked if it would be appropriate to send a letter of condolence to Council colleagues at Cockermouth following the recent flooding.  Cllr Richards asked the Clerk to arrange this.

09.275
Clerk’s Report

Mrs J E Vanstone reported that the streetlights in Station Road had not been working for a fortnight.   Western Power Distribution had advised there was a mains fault.  She added she and her assistant were chasing this up daily.

09.276
Reports of Council Representatives on Other Bodies

Cllr R S Mitchell advised he had been unable to attend the recent Chamber of Commerce meeting – he had forwarded his apologies.

Healthcare Team

Cllr A L Jones reported that the deep-clean operation at the hospital was going very well.  All patients had been transferred to either Sidmouth or Exmouth hospitals and nursing staff had gone with them.

Voluntary Car Service

Cllr Mrs L D Evans had attended a recent meeting.  All was going very well with the Service but she had become aware of a lack in communication which she hoped could be overcome with the help of Town Councillors.  She advised that at present residents are unaware of the various Trusts in the town.  She was unsure how this information could be passed to residents in need of help with all sorts of things including house repairs, nursing, purchase of special equipment etc; she wondered if a leaflet could be produced.

The Town Mayor, Cllr C Richards agreed there was a need for better communication and thought it could be discussed by the Town Council at a future meeting.

09.277
Reports of County and District Councillors

District Cllr S Hall

Cllr Hall reported:

1.
From December (possibly January), the Farmers’ Market would be relocating to Rolle Mews Car Park.  This would mean there would be room for more traders although 7 car park spaces would be lost; this would only cause problems at the June and July markets but hopefully the new system would be well-marshalled by then.  He added that volunteer marshals were needed.  

2.
Two issues had been brought to the Traffic Group via the PACT group – cycling on seafront and High Street traffic issues.  Devon County Council was unlikely to respond to the High Street issue as it was not technically an accident black-spot so he asked if anyone learnt of any minor incidents to report them.  The Traffic Group had agreed that both issues should be investigated thoroughly by PACT before being brought to the Town Council.

09.278
Cheques for Signature

Payment of cheques for the month of November 2009, in accordance with Appendix A, was approved.

09.279
Precept 2010/11
(i)
It was noted that the Chairman’s Allowance will be £900.00.  

(ii)
Resolved:
The Precept to be demanded for Financial Year 2010/11 was fixed at £100,000.
09.280
War Memorial

The possibility of asking East Devon District Council to pass ownership of the War Memorial to this Council was discussed and it was 

Resolved:
The Clerk will ask the District Council if it is prepared to pass ownership to this Council.  She will also investigate any insurance implications.

09.281
Election of Deputy Town Mayor

Consideration was given to adopting an alternative method of electing the Deputy Town Mayor.  The current system involves a candidate being proposed and seconded.

Resolved:
From May 2010, Members will be able to self-nominate  following which a secret ballot will be held to elect the Deputy Town Mayor.

09.282
Public Participation

It was noted that with effect from December 2009 there will be a period of Public Participation at the beginning of all Town Council and Committee Meetings.  The system will be reviewed in six months.

09.283
Devon Association of Parish Councils:  Ballot to fill a Casual Vacancy on the County Committee 

Consideration was given as to which candidate this Council should select to fill the vacancy.

Resolved:

Cllr J A Shiel would be this Council’s selection.

09.284
Correspondence Received

East Devon District Council: (1) The Knowledge issues 23-26 (2) Forward Plan 1 December – 31 March 2010 (3) The Role of Councillors in Planning Propriety and Good Practice

Viva: November 2009

Clerk & Councils Direct: November 2009

DAPC: Newsletter Nov/Dec 2009

The Clerk: November 2009

Ian Turner: New detachment Commander at Budleigh Army Cadets

AGM Minutes Allotment Holders

Budleigh in Bloom: Mrs P Prew

RHS Britain in Bloom Marking Sheet

DEBI: News issue number 51

HM Revenue & Customs: Employment Bulletin

NALC: Briefing on Local Councils and cheque signatories

09.285
Any Other Business at the Chairman’s Discretion
Cllr A L Jones had three points to raise:

1.
He was concerned about the number of tankers in Lyme Bay and wondered how many of them held crude oil.  He asked if the Clerk could make enquiries as to the nature of their cargo.  The Deputy Town Mayor, Cllr T D Wright, advised that the Exmouth Town Council website had details of all boats and cargo.

2.
He asked if serious consideration could be given to appointing a town lengthsman.  He felt it would be good for the Town Council to “get ahead of the game”.  Cllr S Hall advised that Beer Parish Council already has a similar scheme; he would investigate how successful this was and report at future Town Council meeting. 

3.
He said one of the oak trees in the bank on The Green adjacent to Moor Lane had been removed and he asked if a replacement tree could be planted close by.  The Clerk agreed to contact East Devon District Council with the request.

Cllr C A Kitson reminded members that the Christmas meal would be held at the Dog and Donkey on Wednesday 9 December at 7.30pm.  

Cllr Mrs C A Sismore-Hunt had three points:

1.
She advised she had attended an Open Day at Danes Castle Fire Station in Exeter.

2.
She asked if an article could be included in The Hub encouraging residents to stand as Councillors.  She added that it had been some years since a Town Council Election had been held.

3.
She asked if anyone had any specific items to be discussed by the PACT Panel, to contact her.

Cllr R T N Bowen asked if any response had been received from Mrs Little regarding the Longboat Café.  He felt she should read the information being sent out from her department!

The Deputy Town Mayor, Cllr T D Wright thought Cllr Jones’ idea of a lengthsman was an excellent one.  He also said during his year in office, he would do as much as he could to encourage more public participation in the run-up to the elections in May 2011 which would hopefully lead to an election.

The Town Mayor, Cllr C Richards reminded members that the next Town Council Surgery would be held on Wednesday 2 December in the Public Hall at 6.00pm.

09.286
Dates of Next Meetings

Planning Committee:


14 December 2009 at 7.00pm

Town Council:
14 December 2009 on the rising of the Planning Committee

Allotments Committee:
14 December 2009 on the rising of the Town Council

There being no further business, the Meeting closed at 7.56pm
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