BUDLEIGH SALTERTON TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Meeting of the Town Council held in the Council Chambers on Monday 14 December 2009 on the rising of the Planning Committee.

Meeting commenced at 7.28pm

PRESENT

Cllr C Richards (Town Mayor)

Cllr T D Wright (Deputy Town Mayor)

Cllr R T N Bowen

Cllr Mrs L D Evans

Cllr S Hall

Cllr A L Jones

Cllr C A Kitson

Cllr R S Mitchell

Cllr Mrs L A Roden

Cllr J A Shiel

Cllr Mrs C A Sismore-Hunt

Clerk to the Council:

Mrs J E Vanstone

Others Present

Eleven members of the public

09.297
Public Speaking Time
No members of the public wished to speak.

09.298 Apologies for Absence
Apologies were received from Cllr B A Bailey (working), PC D Lea, County Cllr Mrs C Channon and District Cllr M Florey.

09.299
Declarations of Interests in Items on the Agenda
The Deputy Town Mayor Cllr T D Wright declared a prejudicial interest in Min 09.308(i) – he is a Literary Festival Committee Member.

Cllr S Hall declared a political interest in Min 09.311 – he would speak but not vote on the subject.

09.300
Minutes
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on 23 November 2009 had been circulated prior to the Meeting.  It was unanimously agreed they be signed as a true record.

09.301
Report of Neighbourhood Beat Manager

Mrs J E Vanstone reported, on behalf of PC D Lea, that between 23 November and 13 December seven crimes had been recorded, two of which were non-crime domestic incidents. 

· One report of theft non-specific whereby a mobile phone was perceived stolen whilst the owner was en route via bus from Exmouth to Budleigh.  The aggrieved was unsure how the phone disappeared.

· One report of criminal damage to a vehicle by a visitor from Essex.  Minor damage occurred to the wiper blade of the vehicle and one report of criminal damage to dwelling, which was damage to a wooden window frame by a holly bush.  These two crimes were linked. On 12 December a man from Newton Poppleford was arrested and charged with two counts of criminal damage relating to a High St business and dwelling.

During the same period 32 incident logs had been recorded:

· 7 were concerns for welfare

· 6 administration

· 3 anti social behaviour

· 4 road related

· 3 domestic

· 2 criminal damage

· 2 sudden death

· 1 animal related

· 1 pre-planned event

· 1 burglary

· 2 intelligence gathering

The Budleigh Salterton Neighbourhood Beat Team had been in attendance for the late night shopping event held on the 4 December – it had been a lively evening but had passed without incident.

The Budleigh Salterton Neighbourhood Beat Team held an evening get-together for Budleigh Salterton Neighbourhood Watch at the Public Hall on 30 November. Although sparsely attended those who did attend enjoyed an informative meeting with guest speakers from HQ Middlemoor presenting ‘What Happens To Your Call’.

PC David Lea had sent his apologies due to annual leave.

09.302
Chairman’s Comments

The Town Mayor, Cllr C Richards reported: 

1.
Mrs Little had responded to the clerk’s letter.  He suggested there was little point in responding and the Council should prepare itself for the next part of the planning process. 

2.
He had attended a meeting at the District Council on 10 December where representatives of the East Devon town councils had been advised of a £1.2m budget deficit.  The main cuts would be in StreetScene.  Cllr Richards said this Council must decide which services it may wish to take on; one item could be the grass-cutting, particularly The Green.  He had emailed the head of StreetScene asking for costs etc and was awaiting a reply.

After some discussion he concluded he had instructed the Clerk to obtain some costs for toilet cleaning and grass cutting.  He added that he had thought about resurrecting the discussions to take back control of the Upper Station Road Car Park but he felt it was important to organise the Council’s approach to these cuts before taking on anything else.

09.303
Clerk’s Report

Mrs Vanstone had no report to make.

09.304
Surgery Feedback

The Town Mayor reported that only one resident had attended the last surgery.  He wondered if surgeries were a necessity and asked the Clerk to get clarification.  She would report back at the next meeting.

09.305
Reports of Council Representatives on Other Bodies

Exmouth & District Community Transport Group

Cllr Mrs L D Evans reported that the buses are busy but the Group was running on reserves and had only received one donation since last summer.  She added that a lot of local residents would suffer if this service was lost.  

09.306
Reports of County and District Councillors

District Cllr S Hall
Cllr Hall reported that a lot of the District Council’s current financial problems had come about because the Council Tax had not been increased for 2009/10.  He said that all departments had been asked to report to Council and many were unable to suggest cutbacks.  The Local Government Review would have an impact on the outcome.  He said that immediate savings were needed, hence discussions with South Somerset District Council to share Chief Executive, Mark Williams – this would be an “officer share” only, no services would be shared.  In addition to this Karime Hassan had been “lent” to Exeter City Council for nine months to assist with a major project.
09.307
Cheques for Signature

Payment of cheques for the month of December 2009, in accordance with Appendix A, was approved.

09.308
Requests for Grant Aid

(i)
Budleigh Salterton Literary Festival 2010



Resolved:
In order to consider this request fully, the Clerk should obtain a copy of the audited accounts.

(ii)
Lions Club of Budleigh Salterton – Gala Week 2010 Cycle Competition

Resolved:
Sponsorship of £100 was agreed.

09.309
Learning and Skills Council: Proposed Reorganisation of Bicton College and Exeter College

The Consultation Document was received and considered and it was

Resolved:

The proposed reorganisation should be supported.

09.310
Town Lengthsman

The Town Mayor, Cllr C Richards suggested that any discussions relating to a Town Lengthsman/Handyman/Warden should be postponed until the cuts mentioned in his Chairman’s Report had been assessed.

09.311
Boundary Committee: Structural Review of Devon – Advice to the Secretary of State

The Report was received and considered and it was

Resolved:
This Council would not make representation to the Secretary of State.

09.312
Correspondence Received


Audit Commission: Appointment of External Auditor


Clinton Devon Estates: Proposed affordable housing in Budleigh Salterton


EDVSA: Notification of becoming a Company Limited by Guarantee


Christmas Tree Festival details

East Devon District Council: (1) Provision of maroons for Remembrance Day (2) The Knowledge issues 27-29 (3) Longboat Café response from Kate Little re: Clerk’s enquiry

Devon County Council: (1) Temporary Prohibition of Through Traffic High Street & Fore Street (2) Devon Talk Winter 2009 

Village Green: December 2009

DAPC: Empowering Communities in Devon

Environment Agency: Flood plan pack

RD & Express November 2009


Harris McMillan Architecture & Design

09.313
Any Other Business at the Chairman’s Discretion
Cllr Mrs C A Sismore-Hunt commented on the poor state of repair of Everys’ boundary wall.  She wondered if the Council could request it is repaired. 

The Clerk advised she had already written to Everys but she would chase up a response.
09.314
Dates of Next Meetings

Planning Committee:


11 January 2010 at 7.00pm

Public Hall Committee:

11 January 2010 on the rising of the Planning Committee

Planning Committee:


25 January 2010 at 7.00pm

Town Council:
25 January 2010 on the rising of the Planning Committee

There being no further business, the Meeting closed at 8.03pm







………………………………………………







Chairman







………………………………………………
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