BUDLEIGH SALTERTON TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Meeting of the Town Council held in the Council Chamber on Monday 12 December 2011 on the rising of the Planning Committee.  Meeting commenced at 7.16pm.

PRESENT

Cllr R S Mitchell (Town Mayor)

Cllr C Richards (Deputy Town Mayor)

Cllr A J Dent

Cllr Mrs L D Evans

Cllr A N Gooding

Cllr S Hall

Cllr M C Hilliar

Cllr A L Jones

Cllr C A Kitson

Cllr Mrs C A Sismore-Hunt

Cllr T D Wright

Clerk:



Mrs J E Vanstone

Others
 Present:

Nine members of the public

11.400
Public Speaking Time
No members of the public wished to speak.

11.401
Apologies for Absence

Apologies were received from Cllr J A Shiel (prior engagement) and County Cllr Mrs C Channon.

11.402
Declarations of Interests in Items on the Agenda
The Town Mayor, Cllr R S Mitchell declared a personal interest in Min 11.410 – the organiser is a friend.
11.403
Minutes
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on 28 November 2011 had been circulated prior to the Meeting.  It was agreed they be signed as a true record.

11.404
Reports of Committees

The Minutes of the following Meetings were received and adopted:

(i)
the Traffic Group held on 8 June 2011

(ii)
the Finance Committee held on 28 November 2011

11.405
Report of Neighbourhood Beat Manager

Mrs J E Vanstone reported on behalf of PC S Evans that between 28 November and 10 December four crimes had been recorded:

· KE/11/3138 - refers to an indecent remark made over the telephone.
· KE/11/3165 - refers to the theft of a handbag from a Residential Home.

· KE/11/3166 – refers to an attempted Burglary in Greenway Lane.

· KE/11/3183 – refers to an ABH assault, the offender had been arrested.

During the same period 18 incident logs were also recorded:

· 5 - Concern for welfare

· 2 – Administration

· 5 – Road Related

· 1 – Domestic

· 1 – Crime related

· 2 - Suspicious incidents 

· 2 – Alarms

Residents were reminded to be extra vigilant and help look after unoccupied properties - make properties look ‘lived in’ by leaving lights on and a TV or radio, if you are going out for the evening.  The Rural Neighbourhood Policing team wished everyone a safe Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

11.406
Chairman’s Comments

The Town Mayor, Cllr R S Mitchell, reported he had attended the official opening of Home Instead and he hoped it was a success.

He added that he was looking forward to seeing everyone at the Christmas dinner the following evening.

11.407
Clerk’s Report

Mrs J E Vanstone had no report to make. 

11.408
Reports of Council Representatives on Other Bodies

Cllr C A Kitson reported that he had attended a Working Together for East Devon event.  He said it had been a worthwhile event and the information he had received would be printed and circulated by the Clerk.  He explained that a lot of work was being passed down from Central Government on to the District Council and this meant voluntary groups would have more to do in the future.  He said he had registered the Town Council to receive further information.

Cllr A J Dent added that the Government was pushing housing benefit payments on to the District Councils and reducing the amount of money being paid to do this – in addition, East Devon District Council had reduced its staffing levels so this was proving to be a considerable concern.  He said that a lot was also being done to address the lack of affordable and social housing.  Cllr T D Wright added that a large percentage of flats above shops were empty and because of a lack of independent access they were unable to be rented.

11.409
Reports of County and District Councillors

District Councillors

Cllr S Hall reported that at a recent Cabinet meeting discussions had taken place about ice and snow clearance in public and staff areas.  He said that the Rolle Mews Car Park had been designated as a key car park and would have a lockable grit bin; StreetScene staff would have equipment to clear snow and access the bin.

Cllr A J Dent reported that the Local Development Framework Consultation document was now in circulation.  The main information pertaining to Budleigh Salterton was on page 70.  He added that the document would be reviewed every five years.

11.410
Request for Grant Aid 2012/13:  Budleigh Jazz Festival

(i)
Consideration was given as to whether or not to make a donation to the Festival and it was

Resolved:

A donation will be made.

(ii)
Consideration was given as to the amount of any donation to the Festival and it was

Resolved:
A donation of £500 will be made.

11.411
Devon & Somerset Fire & Rescue Service:  Fire Alarm Response Consultation 

The Consultation Document was received and considered and it was

Resolved:
The Clerk will respond as per the précis which had previously been circulated. 

11.412
Precept 2012/13

It was noted that the Chairman’s Allowance will be £1000.00.

Resolved:
The Precept to be demanded for Financial Year 2012/13 was fixed at £100,000.

11.413
Correspondence Received
East Devon District Council:  Information from “Working Together” seminar held on 2.12.11

Devon County Council:  Road Closure Order – West Hill Lane 16.2.12 to 17.2.12

Village Green:  Winter 2011

NHS Devon News Release:  New “hospital ward at home” service for Exmouth area

11.414
Any Other Business at the Chairman’s Discretion
1.
The Deputy Town Mayor, Cllr C Richards updated Members on the situation regarding the seafront shelter.  He said the Clerk had written to East Devon District Council but to date had not received a response.  He understood that the Estates Department was under pressure and that if the Town Council opted for Head Tenant Consent (HTC) that may expedite matters.  HTC would allow the Town Council to do what it wanted with the shelter although a long term lease would be preferable.  He advised that the Clerk had conveyed this to the District Council.  He asked the District Councillors to help all they could.  Cllr A L Jones added that he was worried about this situation as well.  Cllr T D Wright said he had been lobbying the relevant officers but they were under pressure working on the transfer of assets in Seaton.

2.
Cllr A J Dent advised that he would be away in the New Year.  The Clerk has a note of the dates.

11.415
Dates of Next Meetings

Planning Committee:



9 January 2012 at 7.00pm

Public Hall Committee:
9 January 2012 on the rising of the Planning Committee

There being no further business, the Meeting closed at 7.40pm.

……………………………………………………………… 

Chairman

……………………………………………………………… 

Date
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