BUDLEIGH SALTERTON TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Meeting of the Foreshore and Footpaths Committee held in the Council Chamber on Monday 14 February 2011 on the rising of the Planning Committee.

Meeting commenced at 7.10pm.

PRESENT

Cllr J A Shiel (Chairman)

Cllr T D Wright (Town Mayor)

Cllr R S Mitchell (Deputy Town Mayor)

Cllr S Hall

Cllr A L Jones

Clerk to the Council:

Mrs J E Vanstone

Others Present:

Cllr C A Kitson

10.441
Public Speaking Time
No members of the public were present. 

10.442
Apologies for Absence

Apologies were received from Cllr B A Bailey (working).

10.443
Minutes
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Foreshore & Footpaths Committee held on 12 July 2010 had been circulated prior to the Meeting.  It was unanimously agreed they be signed as a true record.

10.444
Update on outstanding matters

The Chairman, Cllr J A Shiel reported on the Foreshore walk which had taken place on 1 February 2011 (Appendix A).  He said that the County Council representative had come up with quite a few reasons/excuses for not painting the railings!  He then added the following points:

1.
These toilets are of a very good standard now.

2.
This should happen soon.

3.
This has been reported following the last three walks and Cllr Shiel was not sure the work would ever be carried out.

4.
The Clerk added that she had been contacted by the District Council regarding recycled seats.  She asked if there were any objections that, if and when the seats along Cliff path require replacement, they be replaced with recycled seats.  It was agreed this would be discussed at the next Town Council meeting.

5.
This sign is still awaited due to an oversight by the District Council.

6.
No further comment was required!  He said that following an email from the County Council it would seem there was no reason Cllr C A Kitson could not go ahead with his scheme to paint the railings.  This would be discussed at the next Town Council meeting.

7.
Cllr Kitson said that he had assurances from BT that this would be painted in the spring.  If not, he promised to do a follow-up.

8.
The gabions were showing signs of wear and in places were falling apart.  Cllr Shiel suggested next time the District Council arranged for a digger to clear the outfall, it dragged some pebbles/beach back up to the path so no-one falls over the edge and is hurt.

9.
This needs doing regularly and the District Council does not have the funding to do this.  Cllr Kitson said he thought the Probation Service had the contract to clear the path this year.

10.
This has needed doing for the past three years!

The Deputy Town Mayor, Cllr R S Mitchell said he thought in a few years time, a lot of these jobs would have to be done by the Town Council, or they would not be done at all.

Cllr Shiel said that the Beach Safety Officer had had his hours cut and he could be available one afternoon a week to work as our beach warden if the Council were interested.  He said unfortunately a lot of the things that need doing would be put on the back burner. The District Council had been great over the past two or three years and he would carrying on lobbying for the various things that were wanted, but all in all the town had been very lucky. He said that when the beach huts were put back up they would be put on some sort of hard-standing (cinders, gravel etc) instead of straight on the grass.

The Town Mayor, Cllr T D Wright asked if the Clerk could write to the Budleigh Club regarding the railings there.  He said that both the District and County Council had said the railings were not their responsibility.

10.445
Any Other Business at the Chairman’s Discretion
Cllr C A Kitson asked if the Committee would be looking at all the footpaths around the town as well as the seafront.

Cllr Shiel said that there were too many footpaths around the town to check all at once but agreed Madeira Walk was a problem area that needed checking regularly during the growing season.

Cllr A L Jones added that the Committee used to check Zigzag path, West Hill Lane, Hackley down to the steps and the path at Boucher Way.  

There being no further business, the Meeting closed at 7.40pm.
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