Budleigh Salterton Town Council

Disability Access Audit – Action Plan Update

Public Hall Committee Meeting held on 12.01.09 – Appendix B
KEY

P1
could be undertaken now

P2
work to be planned for 2008/9 or 2009/10

P3 
future project

APPROACH ROUTES AND STREET FURNITURE

Directional sign to ‘Public Hall’ by traffic lights, to be part of the existing signage.  P1

‘Public Hall’ unlit lettered sign to front side of building and over main entrance doors.  P1
ENTRANCES

Lowering intercom/bell unit on outside wall.  P1

ACTION:
Bagwell Builders have been instructed to do this when replacing the front doors.

‘Public Hall’ unlit lettered sign above main entrance, or incorporate into revised information sign to front door.  P2
Changing one set of external main entrance doors to an automatic open/close door, this would be of benefit to users and would also conserve heat as the door would not have to be [as now] left permanently open.  It would also prevent leaves and general street rubbish blowing into our foyer area, making it look dirty and unwelcoming.   P3 [incorporate in general building update programme, add potentially replace inner foyer doors with glass sliding type as well as [or in place of] work specified above].
ACTION:
Bagwell Builders have been instructed to replace the main entrance doors.  These doors may be altered to incorporate an automatic opening system if required in the future.

RECEPTION AREA AND LOBBIES

Locating a table or wall mounted drop down flap in inner foyer which can be used as a desk as and when necessary.  Three chairs also to be made available.  P1

ACTION:
A table and chairs is now provided.

Provide leaflet information rack in outer foyer area by relocating one from first floor landing area.  P1
ACTION:
H&V Builders have been instructed to relocate the information rack and move the notice board.

Provide new UPVC or wood doors to the Hall from inner foyer, consider if they could be electrically operated.  P2

ACTION:
This is covered by Agenda Item 8 (“Wish List”).

Improve signage to indicate where the nearest public telephone is located.  P1

ACTION:
The existing sign has been taken down as the public telephone situated outside the Public Hall has been removed by BT.

Improve signage to toilets [Ladies, Gents, Disabled and baby change facilities].  P1

ACTION:
The signage to the gents’ toilet and disabled toilet/baby change has been replaced.  New signage for the ladies toilet will be put up once the foyer has been painted.

INTERNAL DOORS

Review style and height of current door furniture.  P2

All doors to have white colour finish.  P2

ACTION:
The doors in the main hall have been repainted white.

INTERNAL STEPS AND STAIRS

Provide another set of handrails to each set of steps to the stage.  P1

ACTION:
H&V Builders have been instructed to install additional handrails to both sets of steps.

PLATFORM LIFTS AND STAIR LIFTS   

Medium/long term plan to relocate Council Office/Council chamber [?] to the ground floor space currently rented to Age Concern.  Meanwhile, to prevent the need to hold Council meetings in the Public Hall, explore the potential for a stair lift or dumb waiter type person lift, from the foyer to our current office area.  P2

Adopt suggested wording to hire agreements in relation to the use of the stage and back stage area.  P1

ACTION:
The changes will be incorporated in the next edition of the Hiring Agreement.

WCs: GENERAL PROVISION

Changing toilet cubicle locks.  P1

Change colours of wall decorations etc to aid contrast recognition when next decoration programme is due.  P3
Fit side grab handles to toilet cubicles.  P1

INTERNAL SURFACES

Change fire exit doors in hall to white uPVC/aluminium. [Outside face to be in colour].  Also consider changing kitchen door and fire exit from rear of stage.  P2

ACTION:
The fire exit doors in the main hall have been replaced with a white internal finish.  Bagwell Builders have been instructed to replace the rear fire exit and kitchen doors.

Paint other doors in hall, and steps to stage, white/cream.  P2

ACTION:
The doors have been repainted.  The steps will be repainted once the additional handrails have been installed.

FACILITIES:   

Purchasing some matching chairs in hall with arms/review replacement of all chairs.  P3 [consider as part of general facilities update]

Purchasing a portable loop device for use on office public counter area [£113.50 from RNID, also other styles available]. This could be rented out with the microphone if needed for use by hirers at the kitchen servery hatch.  P1

ACTION:
A portable loop has been purchased.

Include audio/visual alarm link when new building fire alarm system is being designed.  P2 [In conjunction with provision of building fire alarms]
ACTION:
Audio/visual alarms have been included in the quotations for a fire alarm system.

PUBLICATIONS

Our ‘Hub’ newsletter being available, on request, in big print format [14pt plus].  P1

ACTION:
This is now available in large format.

ACOUSTICS

Loop system in Council Chamber, or where public meeting are held, if not in the Hall area.  P2

Improve signage to indicate that a loop system is effective in the Hall [subject to the hirer having use of our microphone]. P1

MEANS OF ESCAPE

Review already received reports on what we need to provide for fire alarms, develop specification and seek comparative costs. P1

ACTION:
This has been carried out and the quotations will be discussed under Agenda Item 10.

Develop evacuation procedures and adopt in our hire agreement. e.g. Assemble on the green?  P1

ACTION:
The Hiring Agreement already specifies that hirers are responsible for evacuating the premises and an evacuation procedure is in place in the offices.

Provide ramp in place of steps to one of the hall side fire exits.  P3 [Limitation in the amount of external ground we own prevent a ramp of the specification required being provided at this time]

BUILDING MANAGEMENT

Write, adopt and monitor our action plan.  P1

ACTION:
This is work in progress.
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