BUDLEIGH SALTERTON TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Meeting of the Public Hall Committee held in the Council Chambers on Monday 10 January 2011 on the rising of the Planning Committee.

Meeting commenced at 7.05pm.

PRESENT

Cllr Mrs L D Evans (Chairman)

Cllr T D Wright (Town Mayor)

Cllr R S Mitchell (Deputy Town Mayor)

Cllr A L Jones

Cllr C A Kitson

Cllr C Richards 

Clerk to the Council:

Mrs J E Vanstone

Others Present:

Cllr R T N Bowen and Cllr S Hall

10.392
Public Speaking Time
No members of the public wished to speak.

10.393
Apologies for Absence



Apologies were received from Cllr Mrs C A Sismore-Hunt (husband unwell).

10.394
Minutes
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Public Hall Committee held on 11 October 2010 had been circulated prior to the Meeting.  It was unanimously agreed they be signed as a true record.

10.395
Chairman’s Report
The Chairman, Cllr Mrs L D Evans reported:

1.
The central heating seemed to be working much better and she said the hall was warm when she had attended the pantomime on the previous Saturday.

2.
She was happy to advise the Clerk had found someone willing to carry out various odd jobs in the hall; he would be coming in once a month.

3.
She asked if anyone had any objections if the cover over the radiator in the hall kitchen was removed.  She hoped this would make the room a little warmer for hirers.

4.
She had considered purchasing an over-the-door heater to go over the main hall doors and asked if Members had any thoughts on the idea.  It was agreed to wait for the time being and see how the problems with the central heating progressed.

5.
Following problems with the electrics in November, she wondered if it was necessary to add an extra clause to the Hiring Agreement regarding electrical equipment.  It was agreed this would be difficult to regulate but the office staff would make hirers aware of the Committee’s concerns.

10.396
Clerk’s Report

The Clerk, Mrs J E Vanstone reported that she had informed the Police of the damage to the chamber window; she had received a crime number but advised she would not be making a claim on the insurance policy as the repairs would not be too costly.  She said that she had seen PCSO C Major who had advised that the toilets in Lower Station Road Car Park had also been vandalised over the weekend.  PCSO Major would be investigating all these cases and would keep the Clerk informed of progress.

The Clerk said she had been advised that the remaining single-glazed windows in the offices should be glazed in safety glass or double-glazed.  She asked whether the repair to the window should be like for like (ie leaded glass) or a cheaper alternative using plain glass and stick-on leading; the difference in cost was £75.  She was asked to arrange for the cheaper repair to be carried out and obtain costs for changing over to double-glazing.  

Cllr C Richards asked the Clerk to write to Inspector Capey advising him that Members of the Council are concerned at the increase in vandalism in the town.

10.397
Update: Minor Works/Disability Access Audit
The progress report prepared by the Clerk was received and noted (Appendix A).

10.398
Boiler/Radiators

(i)
The Clerk read the report from Bagwells Ltd (Appendix B).  She then reported on the visit from Fords of Sidmouth (Appendix C).

(ii)
There was some discussion as to what further action should be taken.  It was agreed that until the new circuit board had been fitted, no further action should be taken.  The Clerk will keep the Chairman apprised of the situation.

(iii)
It was noted that boiler cover had been agreed with British Gas.  The Clerk advised that this covered the whole system (including pipe work and radiators), not just the boiler.

Cllr A L Jones asked if the Clerk would research the possibility of obtaining a government grant to insulate the roof.

10.399
Chair Store

The Clerk reported that there was still a damp area in the chair store and that the radiator in the store had been turned off.  The radiator was now switched on and she would see if this helped.

10.400
Roof: Repairs

The Clerk advised that when the loose slates on the roof had been repaired, the builder from Bagwells had noticed that some of the ridge tiles needed re-bedding.  A quotation to undertake this work, in the sum of £1750, had been received from Bagwells and the Clerk was instructed to accept it.

Cllr R T N Bowen left the meeting.

10.401
Hall Set Up

Consideration was given to the date from which all hirers will be required to set up and clear away themselves and it was

Resolved:
Hirers should set up and clear away themselves from 1 May 2011.

The Clerk should also check there were not any insurance implications following this decision.

10.402
Chairs

(i)
The Clerk advised that anticipated delivery of the new chairs was the beginning of April.

(ii)
Consideration was given to the disposal of the existing chairs and it was agreed they be sold for £2 each.

10.403
Any other Business at the Chairman’s Discretion

1.
Cllr A L Jones asked that, if any further investigations were made into the damp in the chair store, the wall be painted with water-resistant coating.  The Clerk said she would bear this in mind.  Cllr Jones also asked consideration be given to utilising the old boiler room as a storage room and possibly extending the table store.

2.
Cllr C A Kitson remarked that the advertisement in the Parish magazine was very good.

3.
Cllr C Richards said that there would be an over-spend on the Maintenance budget (Heading 235) which would need to be revised and then approved by the Town Council.

There being no further business, the Meeting closed at 7.51pm.

…………………………………………………………

Chairman

…………………………………………………………

Date
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