BUDLEIGH SALTERTON TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Meeting of the Public Hall Committee held in the Council Chambers on 8 June 2009 on the rising of the Allotments Committee.

Meeting commenced at 7.43pm.

PRESENT

Cllr C Richards (Town Mayor)

Cllr T D Wright (Deputy Town Mayor)

Cllr Mrs L D Evans

Cllr A L Jones

Cllr C A Kitson

Cllr J A Shiel

Cllr Mrs C A Sismore-Hunt

Clerk to the Council:

Mrs J E Vanstone

Others Present:

Cllr S Hall, Cllr R S Mitchell and Cllr Mrs L A Roden

PART A

09.062
Election of Chairman

Cllr J A Shiel proposed, Cllr Mrs L D Evans seconded and it was unanimously agreed that Cllr C A Kitson be appointed as Chairman.

09.063
Apologies for Absence

None, all Members being present.

09.064
Minutes
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Public Hall Committee held on 12 January 2009 had been circulated prior to the Meeting.  It was unanimously agreed they be signed as a true record.

09.065 Chairman’s Comments
The Chairman, Cllr C A Kitson, reported:

1.
He and the Clerk had been looking at the cost of toilet rolls and paper towels he advised that Cannon were able to supply double size rolls at a similar cost and he thought it best if this system was trialled in the gents’ toilets.  The Clerk would contact Cannon to arrange this.

2.
He felt it would not be long before Public Hall expenditure was in line with income.

3.
He was aware that some Councillors were anxious about Age Concern but he reassured members the lease was drawn up and it would not be long before it had been signed.

09.066
Update: Minor Works/Disability Access Audit/Wish List

The progress reports prepared by the Clerk were received and considered. (Appendices A, B and C)

Cllr Mrs L D Evans asked if there were any plans to purchase/acquire a new fridge for the bar room.  The Clerk advised that she was aware of the poor state of the current fridge and was “on the look-out” for a replacement, adding that if any Councillor knew of one that was being replaced to contact her.

The Town Mayor, Cllr C Richards, questioned the statement in the Disability Access Audit Update (Platform Lifts and Stair Lifts).  He suggested that before obtaining any quotations and going ahead with major refurbishment, the Clerk contacted the Council’s solicitors to find out what this Council must do (if anything) to be compliant with the Disability Discrimination Act. Cllr A L Jones asked to see the letter before it was sent.

09.067
Budleigh Film Society: Request for Blinds

The contents of a letter received from Jed Falby were noted.  The Clerk then advised that the Chairman of the Film Society had contacted her requesting that Mr Falby’s letter be disregarded.  It was 

Resolved:


No further action should be taken.

09.068
Hall Heating

The possibility of no longer providing heating, if exterior doors (emergency doors) were left open during hire, was discussed.

The Chairman, Cllr C A Kitson, advised that one particular hirer insists on keeping these doors open and whilst the hirer pays for the heating, he felt it was a waste of energy.  He added that he was happy to enforce this policy and recommended that the thermostatic control be replaced to aid this.  It was 

Resolved:
No heating will be provided if doors are kept open and the thermostat could be replaced under Public Hall Maintenance.

09.069
Lighting

The Chairman, Cllr C A Kitson, advised that, following an article in The Knowledge, enquiries had been made to change all bulbs to low energy type.  He also advised the bulbs in all the toilets had already been changed over to low energy type.

The Clerk would be meeting with the technical advisor who had carried out a similar exercise at The Manor Pavilion in Sidmouth and would report on her findings at the next Public Hall Meeting.

09.070
Foyer Doors

The Chairman, Cllr C A Kitson, reported that ideally the central pillar in the inner foyer would be removed and electric sliding doors installed.  This would be very costly and he suggested replacing the existing doors with some of a similar design to the outer doors but electrically operated. 

After much discussion it was

Resolved:
The Clerk should obtain quotations for the three suggested options (1) repair/repaint the existing doors (2) replacement doors (3) replacement doors that are electrically operated.

09.071
Front Doors

The provision of an alternative door entry facility was discussed.  The Chairman, Cllr C A Kitson, reported that the front door was the only access to the hall and if the lock was broken/tampered with the staff were unable to gain access to the offices.  He suggested a push button security access box which could be used to release the lock and open the door if the key did not work.  This would be for emergency access only.

Cllr A L Jones asked why the kitchen door could not be modified and following much discussion it was 

Resolved:
Cllr J A Shiel would inspect the lock on Cllr Jones’ garage door and report to the next Public Hall Committee meeting whether or not that type of lock would be suitable.

09.072
Hiring Agreement

The Clerk advised that a new model Hiring Agreement had been ordered from ACRE and this would take into account of the changes to the Licensing Act.  She also advised that she would like to make the Conditions more stringent as on numerous occasions taps had been left running, windows left open and the front door left unlocked.

09.073
The Deputy Town Mayor, Cllr T D Wright moved and it was

Resolved:
That, under Section 100(A)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be excluded from the Meeting as exempt information was likely to be discussed.

PART B

09.074
Fire Alarm Specification

An alternative quotation to provide a fire alarm system was received and considered.

Resolved:
The quotation from Bagwells should be accepted including items 51 and 56.

09.075
Any Other Business at the Chairman’s Discretion

There was no other business.

There being no further business, the Meeting closed at 8.41pm.
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