BUDLEIGH SALTERTON TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Meeting of the Planning Committee held in the Council Chamber on Monday 28 February 2011 at 7.00pm.

PRESENT

Cllr T D Wright (Town Mayor)

Cllr R S Mitchell (Deputy Town Mayor)

Cllr Mrs L D Evans

Cllr S Hall

Cllr A L Jones

Cllr C A Kitson

Cllr C Richards 

Cllr Mrs L A Roden

Cllr Mrs C A Sismore-Hunt

Clerk to the Council:

Mrs J E Vanstone

Others Present:
County Cllr Mrs C Channon, twelve members of the public and two representatives of the press

10.446
Public Speaking Time 

Leigh Rix from Clinton Devon Estates introduced the various members of the group (Annette Richman, Kor Communications - Anne Seaborne, Cornerstone Housing Association - John Baulch and Mark Timms, Lacey Hickie Caley) and then gave some background history of the Estate.  He said that the Estate had been approached by the Town Council some months ago with regard to the need for affordable housing in the town.  A public consultation day would be held in the Public Hall on 11 March and two further sessions in June once all the comments had been collated.  He said it was the Estate’s aim to create sustainable energy-conserving housing together with award-winning allotment gardens.

John Baulch gave a brief description of the proposal for affordable housing in Greenway Lane.  He said that at the moment there were five possible options for building up to 50 houses and extending the allotments.  They were looking at the various transport options for access to the site.

Anne Seaborne explained that Cornerstone Housing Association had 1200 properties in the area and were relishing being involved with the project in Budleigh Salterton.  

Mr Rix asked for questions.

Cllr S Hall said that the number one priority was to provide affordable housing in the towns in the district.  He said the Council should grasp this and work to resolve any problems that arise.  He agreed that there were concerns about access to the site but the initiative should be welcomed.

The Town Mayor, Cllr T D Wright, asked what assurances would be in place to ensure the properties remained affordable in perpetuity.  Would there be any protocols set in place.  Anne Seaborne said that Section 106 Agreements would be put in place to restrict ownership etc.

Cllr Mrs L D Evans asked if the housing would all be affordable or would some be social.  Anne Seaborne said that a new regime had been introduced by the government and it would take some time to see how it worked out.

Cllr T D Wright asked if there would be any facility for moving the allotment holders before any building work commenced.

Leigh Rix added that the Estate wished to have a meeting with allotments holders and hoped this would be the case. John Baulch said that it was anticipated that allotment holders would be moved to new plots before the start of any work.

Cllr C Richards said it was worth emphasising that the proposal was for first rate allotments as well as housing.

County Cllr Mrs C Channon said she was concerned about the traffic and access onto the site and also the rent aspect.  She said that the government was looking to reduce rent for people on housing benefit.  She asked how this fitted in with increasing rents to 80%.  Anne Seaborne said that she was waiting to see how the new government policy bedded down.

Cllr C A Kitson asked about the timescale as 12 months notice needed to be given to the Town Council’s allotment tenants.  He also asked how the public event would be promoted.  Leigh Rix said that there would be a press release this week.  Cllr Kitson asked if there would be a letter drop to neighbouring houses.

Cllr Mrs L A Roden asked if the five options would be part of the press release.  Leigh Rix said that at this stage they would not.  He wanted residents to come along and see the proposals for themselves.

The Chairman, Cllr R S Mitchell said that on the whole the proposal looked acceptable but was sure that none of the sketches seen during the presentation would be the final version.

The Town Mayor added that this was an opportunity to not only provide good quality housing but good quality allotment space.  There were concerns but the Council should be looking at solutions to provide affordable housing for the community.

The Chairman thanked Mr Rix for coming along – it had certainly given those present some food for thought.

Five members of the public left the meeting.

10.447
Apologies for Absence

Apologies were received from Cllr B A Bailey (working), Cllr R T N Bowen (holiday) and Cllr J A Shiel (holiday). 

10.448
Declarations of Interests in Items on the Agenda       

No interests were declared.

10.449
Minutes
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Planning Committee held on 14 February 2011 had been circulated prior to the Meeting.  It was unanimously agreed they be signed as a true record.

10.450
Declaration by District Councillor

It was formally noted that the participation of Cllr S Hall, who is also a Member of the East Devon District Council, in both the debate and subsequent vote, was on the basis that the views expressed were his preliminary views taking account of the information presently made available to the Town Council.  He reserved his final view on the applications until he was in full possession of all the relevant arguments for and against.

10.451
Planning Applications

Application No:
11/0310/TRE

Applicant:

Clyst Hayes Developments
Location:

Plots 2 and 4, Clyst Hayes House, 4 Exmouth Road
Proposal:
T1:  1 x Beech – fell

T2:  1 x Monterey cypress – fell

Letters Received:
None at the time the observations were made

Observations:
Split decision:  This Council supports the application to fell T1 (Beech) but is unable to support the application to fell T2 (Monterey Cypress).  Councillors feel the fact the tree is too big for the new garden is not a satisfactory reason for felling.

Application No:
11/0315/FUL

Applicant:

Mr and Mrs Oldham
Location:

25 Granary Lane

Proposal:
Proposed two storey rear extension and erection of front porch

Letters Received:
None at the time the observations were made

Observations:

This Council supports the application

Application No:
11/0295/FUL

Applicant:

Mr C Locke
Location:

18 Knowle Road 
Proposal:
Replacement double garage 

Letters Received:
None at the time the observations were made

Observations:
This Council is unable to support the application.  Councillors feel the proposed garage is too large and would affect the privacy and amenity of neighbouring properties.

Application No:
11/0308/TCA

Applicant:

Mr Campbell
Location:

1 Stapleton, 5 West Hill Lane
Proposal:
T1:  1 x Monterey Cypress – remove snow-damaged branches

T2:  1 x Western red cedar – fell

Letters Received:
None at the time the observations were made

Observations:
Split decision: This Council supports the application to carry out work on T1 (Monterey Cypress) but is unable to support the application to fell T2 (Western Red Cedar) as the reason for the tree’s deterioration is unclear – if the District Council Tree Officer is in favour of this work then Councillors would support the application. 

10.452
East Devon District Council: Planning Decision – Approval
Application No:
10/2529/LBC

Applicant:

Mr W Stogdon

Location:

3 East Terrace

Proposal:
Installation of flues, waste pipe and air vents; insertion of two steel beams

10.453
East Devon District Council: Planning Decision – Refusal

Application No:
11/0109/FUL

Applicant:

Mr T Carter

Location:

10 Vision Hill Road

Proposal:
First floor rear extension and dormer window to front elevation

10.454
Any other Business at the Chairman’s Discretion

1.
Cllr C Richards said he was unhappy to hear that the application for solar panels in Exmouth Road had been agreed by the District Council.  He felt it would not be very pleasant to look at.

2.
Cllr Mrs L D Evans said that she was concerned at the number of trees being felled in the town and wondered if the Council should, in the future, be asking for replacements to be planted.

There being no further business, the Meeting closed at 7.41pm.

…………………………………………………………

Chairman

…………………………………………………………

Date
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