BSTC representation to EDDC Local Plan to 2042
Representation on:

SD01 –  Chpt 5, Development in Towns and Villages
3b, not legally compliant
The largest development within the Local Plan is located the furthest from the designated Tier 1 Town it is allocated to, and adjacent to Budleigh Salterton, a Tier 3 town situated within a designated National Landscape. This policy is not legally compliant as it fails to satisfy a number of the remaining key tests, including those related to sustainability, environmental impact, and the adequacy of infrastructure provision. Furthermore, this site was previously rejected by East Devon District Council’s Housing and Economic Land Availability Assessment (HELAA) as unsuitable, indicating that it does not meet the necessary criteria for development in terms of environmental considerations and suitability for housing.
3c, what changes are necessary to make this part of the plan legally compliant? 
To mitigate the impact of the development on the National Landscape, it is necessary to reduce the proportion of the site at Exmo_20 that borders this protected area. The main access road to the site should be relocated away from the National Landscape and instead connect with more appropriate infrastructure, such as the newly planned Dinan Way road. Moreover, no site of this scale can fully comply with East Devon District Council's (EDDC) own policy requirements outlined in Chapter 6 ‘Mitigating Climate Change’.   This is especially critical given the site's proximity to the National Landscape boundary and its location adjacent to the Pebblebed Heaths, making the heaths particularly vulnerable to environmental degradation. 
4b – soundess – not sound
No consideration has been given to the main town affected by Exmo_20, Budleigh Salterton. This development fails to adequately address local priorities and needs, and must go beyond the scope outlined in the Local Plan. Furthermore this development directly contradicts Policy OL05 of the Local Plan  which sets out to prevent development that would ‘damage the individual character and identity of settlements'. Budleigh Salterton Town Council (BSTC) note that there are, quite rightly, concerns listed regarding the protection of the St. John in the Wilderness Church and its surrounding environment. Equal consideration must be given to the broader National Landscape, including the Pebblebed Heaths Special Site of Scientific Interest (SSSI), which requires comprehensive safeguarding. It is essential that East Devon District Council (EDDC) refrains from promoting land for development that has already been rejected by its own Housing and Economic Land Availability Assessment (HELAA), as this raises significant concerns regarding the suitability of the site for development. The impact of the proximity of such a large development on a discrete tier 3 town with limited infrastructure to accommodate the proportional increase in population and activity has not been taken into consideration.
The inclusion of Exmo_20 in SD03 is in conflict with Policy PB01 of the Local Plan ( Protection of internationally and nationally important wildlife site) and is not in accordance with the mitigation strategy and therefore renders SD03 unsound.
What modifications are required to make it sound
This site was explicitly ruled out of the development programme by East Devon District Council's (EDDC) own criteria under the Housing and Economic Land Availability Assessment (HELAA), which classified the site as 'available but unacceptable.' Given that experts in this field have already determined the site to be unsuitable for development based on established planning and environmental criteria, we believe that no modifications can render this aspect of the plan sound. The decision made by those with the relevant expertise should be respected, as it reflected a thorough assessment of the site's suitability for development

5b Duty to Cooperate
Budleigh Salterton Town Council has not been directly consulted on this matter, despite being the most proximate town to the proposed main access point for the Exmo_20 development. Moreover, at the time we became aware that this site was to be included in the Local Plan, we were advised that the appropriate time to provide feedback to East Devon District Council (EDDC) would be during the formal consultation period for the plan. This lack of early consultation with the Town Council (representing the local community and residents) most affected by the development, undermines the effectiveness and transparency of the planning process
