BSTC representation to EDDC Local Plan to 2042
Representation on:

SP03 Housing Requirements by Designated Neighbourhood Areas
Is the policy sound
4b  
SP03 is not sound, particularly in addressing the local housing needs of Budleigh Salterton. Specifically, the plan does not adequately address the demand for affordable housing within the town. There is a notable deficiency in the provision of affordable housing in accordance with the housing needs of Budleigh Salterton, which prevents the plan from ensuring that the needs of the entire demographic are met, especially for low- to middle-income households. The current proposals do not demonstrate a sufficient commitment to achieving a balanced and sustainable housing market in the area. Additionally, Budleigh Salterton Town Council (BSTC) advocates for the inclusion of conditions in the granting of planning permission for any new developments, ensuring that appropriate infrastructure is in place to support the growing population. This includes, but is not limited to, sufficient school capacity, as outlined in the evidence presented elsewhere in the document (Ref: SD27). Without these critical infrastructure provisions, the plan will not adequately support the needs of the community in the long term.

4C
What modifications do you suggest to make this sound:
Increased  and ringfenced affordable housing provision: The plan should be revised to allocate a greater proportion of housing units for affordable housing for local people, ensuring that the needs of low- to middle-income households are met. 
Clear commitment to meeting demographic demands: The plan should provide clear, measurable objectives to meet the needs of the entire demographic spectrum in Budleigh Salterton. This involves not only increasing the quantity of affordable housing but also ensuring that a variety of housing types and sizes are available to accommodate diverse community needs.
By incorporating these modifications,  SP03 would better meet the needs of the local population, ensuring it is both sound and responsive to the housing challenges in Budleigh Salterton.

5b 
Failure in duty to Cooperate
Budleigh Salterton Town Council, and by extension its residents, have not been consistently engaged with in the ongoing discussions, which constitutes a failure in the duty to cooperate. 
Not only is there a requirement to co-operate with organisations, EDDC has an obligation to ensure that development is viable, given infrastructure problems such as handling of sewage by SWW and the capacity and safety of Highways. Ongoing current local issues should be fully resolved before developments are given any go ahead.



